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" AZ EVANGELIUM ISTENNEK HATALMA"(R6ma1:16)
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Egviptom. Eszak Afrik6nak legke-
ietibb r6szen fekr.6 orsz6ga, a Fcild-
kozi- tenger 6s Voros- tenger partjain.
-\ mai kor embere. Egyiptom emlit6-

A kirilyfi hirom bilmata
.{mikor sziilettem. nem jeleztek nagyot
messiis-mutato kiilrinos csillagok,
csak az anlAm tudta. hogy kirilyfi vagyok.

A tiibbiek lattak eg.r sir6 porontyot,
de an-ram ugr rakta ram a p6lyarongyot,
mintha babusgatna a sz6p napkorongot.

\laga adta nekem edess6ge telj6t,
hog.r ajand6kozta anlasdga tej6t,
hog.r eg.rszer a fijidnek bennem kedve telj6k.

Isten tudja honnan. paldstot keritett,
aran.los palistot rallamra teritett,
fejem fiil6 6gszin mosol-rg6st deritett.

Ila is ug-v foltozza ingemet, ruhimat,
ma is ig-r szolgil ki. fozi vacsorimat,
minl kiril-ri ember kirilli ur6nak.

Amerre 6n jdLrtam, kdrek 6nekeltek.
mert az 6des anyam izent a kiiveknek,
szire ment elottem elore kiivetnek.

Amig ri van, vigan 6ln6m a vilAgom,
nem hirinyzik nekem semmi a viligon,
hatom binat teszi boldogtalansigom,

Az eg;. ik binatom: m6rt nem tudja litni
eg,rm6st a sok ember. a sok-sok kirilyfi,
irgy-, ahogl az anljuk tudja oket letni?

A misik binatom: hoglha 6 majd holtan
fekszik a fiild alatt ririggi foszoltan,
senki se tudja majd, hogl kirilyfi voltam.

Hogyha minden csillag csupa gy6mint volna,
minden taraszi riig,v legtiszt6bb gyiingy volna:
kamatnak is kev6s. nagyon kev6s volna.

Hogyha minden fol16 lelkemen ritfolyna
s ezer h6la-malom csak zsoltirt mormolna,
az 6n kiisziinetenr ig-v is kev6s volna.

Hogyha a fiild minden szinm6z6t etadom,
az o 6dess6g6t meg nem hil6lhatom,
ez. az 6n bhnatom. harmadik birnatom.

MECS LASZLO

sekor. a miiemldkek, kincsek, a Pvra-
misok orszagAra gondol. Egykori gaz-

dagsagit nag-yban el5segitette, az a
megterm6kenyit6 iszap, amit fdl-
dtink Ieghosszabb foly6ja a Nilus,
6vente razuditott az eg'y6bkent ter-
m6ketlen sivatagra.

Itt a hatalmas meretri pyramisok
haz6jaban. melynek n6pe bebalzsa-
mozorr mirmiaival tiltakozott az el-
m0i6s, a hal6i megrnasithatatlan
tdn'6nve eilen; itt szenvedett, nyo-
gdtt Izrael n6pe, az egyiptomiak
zsarnoksaga aiatt. Elnyomott, meg-
gyotort rabszolgak voltak. "Kegyet-
lenr.il dolgoztattak az egyiptomiak
Izrael fiait kem6ny munk6val
keseritett6k 6letiiket, s5Lrcsindl6ssal,
t6glavet6ssel €s minden mezei mun-
kaval . kegyetleniil dolgoztatnak
vala velr.ik" (II. M6z. 1:13,i4. v.).

Amr6.m - L6vi ttirzs6b6l val6 f6r-
fifi - 6s feles6ge Jok6bed - L6vi
1e6nya, aki Egyiptomban szr.iletett
(IV. 116z. 26:59.) - h6zassig6t eb-
ben a neh6z id5ben harmadizben 6l-
dotta meg a. O. gye.-ekkel. Aron
6s Miri6m mell€ Crkezett M6zes a

legkisebb testvernek.
Az Edesanya, Jok6bed ". egy

sz6p . ." (lL MOz. 2:2.) gyermeket
kapott az Urt6l, de anyai sziv6nek
cirom6t, fidban val6 gycinycirfls6g6t,
az aggodalom stit6t felh6i hamar be-
irny6kolt6k.

Elhangzott F6ra6 kegyetlen pa-
rancsa: "Minden fi0t, aki sziiletik,
vessetek a foly6vizbe . . ." (II. M6z.
l:22).

Jokdbed lelk6ben is megremegett
valami, de Istenben vetett hittel
azonnal dcintcitt. Sem lelkiismerete,
sem anyai-6sztdne nem volt hajland6
teljesiteni F6ra6 embertelen paran-
CSEt.

"Hiirom h6napig rejtegette g'yer-
mek6t . . ." (IL M6z.2:2.) az lr5s

szerint. K6pzelettinket feliilmirlja, az
rinfelildoz6ssal pirosult figyelem 6s
6bers6g, arrrit az itvirasztott 6jszak6k
sokasigin keresztiil gyakorolt, hogy
h6rom hosszir h6napig rejtegetni tu-
dott egy eg6szsdges csecsem6t, a nyil-
vinoss6g el6tt.

6, mennyi ima, ktinydrg6s hang-
zott elJok6bed ajkir6l a hirom h6-
nap alatt 6s m6gis sirlyosbodott a
pr6ba, nehezebb lett terhe, mert "el-
jott az id6, mikor mer nem rejteget-
hette tov6bb gyermek6t" (II. M6z.
2:3). Jok6bed ekkor cselekedett. .

Gy€k6ny lidicskit szerzett,
g'yantaval 6s szurokkal bekente . . ",
gondosan eltrimte a r6seket, hogy el-
zirja a viz besziv5.rgeset.

Mig a lddicska k€sztilt, Ojra csak
szZrllt az ima tal6n hullott a
krinny is - csak az Or tudja -, de
Jok6bed nagy hite 6s Istenben val6
szil6rd bizalm,irho4 semmi k6ts6g
nem ferhetettl

Megcileli, anyai kebl6re szoftja ki-
csiny gyermekEt, gondosan elrendezi
fekhely6talidicskdban. bel6he-
lyezi fiacsk|jit . . autterr eHndul
kincs6vel a foly6vize mell6 . . . 6s le-
teszi a s6s ktiz6. Leteszi az Isten ajdn-
ddkdt az Isten kezdbe!

Miriarn, az id6sebb testv6r, tivol-
16l figyel, szeme 6rzi al5ddcskat . . .

neki nem kriz6mbds a kisebbik test-
v6re sorsa! Figyel.

Anya 6s leinya - Jok6bed 6s Mi-
riim - szive egytitt dobban; a meg-
pr6b6ltatis csodalatos eggy6 kova-
csolja a sziveket, lelkeket.

Jok€bed elvonul a sis mell6l, ahol
elhelyezte a g'yermek6t betakar6 16-

dicskit s ekkor Miriam veszi 6t a sze-

repet. Amit az anya nem v6gezhet
rr,5'r, 6 villalja a testv66rt!

Miriim sz5lm.5la is hosszas az id6,
a virakozds alatt k6ts6gek tilik meg



az 6lelk6t is, mi lesz, hogY lesz a ma-
g6val tehetetlen testv6r6vel?

Fira6 leinya jtin, fiirdeni a vtz-
hez . . . k<izben €szreveszi 6s szolg6l6-
leinyival kihozatja a s6s ktiziil a
gy6k6ny-16dicsk6t. Miri6m szive

megdobban . ., de nem habozik!
M6r ott is van a sir6 firlcska mellett
6s mikor a kegyetlen F6ra6nak lei-
nya k<inydriil a gyermeken, Miri6m
k6sz aj6nlattal fordul a kir6lvle6ny
fel6. Aj6nlat6b6l m6lys6ges testv6ri
szeretet 6s b6lcsess€g sugirzik' "Hoz-
zak egy szoptat6s-asszonyt a h6berek
kozul/

"Eredj eI! - hangzik a kirilvleinv
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ja ijra bektiszcirtt az (t legszebb hd
napjriban, nttijLLsban. Az elmtilt
nihrinr- dt'ttzed kiilcincist:n a II. wkig-
hdboril 6ta, az ddesanYtik nagYris:c
kiheriitt az otthonokbdl ds munkciba
cillt azdrt, hrtgy a csaltid jobb mod
ban iljen.

A huszadtk szrizad utols6 negyedi'
ben a ndt egyen.l'ogtisrig cfmdt sztntdn
sok ddesanya kerttlt ki az otthonok'
b6l. J6ndhrinyan be akarjtik bnonlf'
tani egyenl1s d giik et i'a gy magasa b I't

rendfrsdgiiket a fdrftak felett. Vatt-
nah, ahih tigy 6re ztdk magukat, hogl
otthonunk ndgj faltinnh rabl:n7

szabadok aharnak lr rttti.
NaPjaznkban a tcirsadalom gazda'

stigl rendszere , az inJlcict6 sztrtt t'

sziiksdgszer[it,d teszi azt, hog] a.
ddesanya az otthorLort k{uiil dolgozrti
ntenjen. A tcirtdrteletn azt bi.zonyftla,
hogy soha ennyt ddesanya nem dol'
gozott az ottltrtrton kiaiil mtisnak
munhabdrdrt.

Hiszek a n6i egyenl'ogtistigban, hi'
szem, hogy talakineh a kdPessdgett
nem az hatrirozza meg, hogY fdrJi
aagy n6 az z'lletd, milyen fajtdjrt t'ag;'
nemzetisdgfi az illet6, hanem a:
egydnisdge. Istent6l kapott-nyert t e -

h ets d ge - t rilent um a d s hcirny ezet e.

Az, hogy az ,idesanya az otthonb6l
kikeriilt ds munktit adllaLt termdsze'
tesen nagr- mdrtdkben hatott ds hat a

csalridi dletre. Gazdastigz'lag felt 6tlen
kedtez6en, de erkdlcsileg, lelkiLeg
n&gyon ktirosan.

Isten Igdle szertnt az [Jr Jdzus
Krisztusban nmcs hiilcinbsdg fdrfi ds

n6 kcizritt.
"l'lincs zvd6, sem gc)rdg; nincs

szolga, sem szabad; ,NINCS FERFI,

v6lasza, 6s Miri6m megy . . . l6Pteit
meggyorsitva megy az 6desany6hoz!

6h, milye., boldog cilel6sben ta-
lilnak egymisra anya 6s le6nyal Mi-
ridLm nemcsak a tehervisel6sben Iett
t6rsa 6desanyj6nak, hanem a meg-
mentes munkijiban is egyakarattal,
egyiitt, egy6rt cselekedtek.

Jok6bed hite, Istenben vetett bi-
zalrna megkoroniztatott, Ist en kezd -

be tett gyermekdt uisszahaPta!
Miriam, a testvert iilelhette irjra,

mert ilyen a hitben val6 egyiittmun-
kdlkodis jutalma!

Jok6bed <ircime legYen a Tied is

Testv6rn6m! Boldos anYik naPjit!

SEM I d; mert ti mindnYtijan egYek

utgytoh a Krisztus Jdzusban" (Gal.
3:28). Termdszetesen mint minden -

ige terset, ezt sem szabad a tdma- \t
ktirbdl hiragadni, hanem a tcibbi ezt

ntegel1zd iget'ersekhel egyiltt oluas-
ni. A megigazulds, az iidacissdg, a

kegyelent szemponjtib6l nincs kii'
liimbsdg- Feltdtlen kiilcimbsdg aan

azonban a fetadatokban. Isten cdllal
tette a hii.ldmbsdget.

-lz €desanya szerepdt-feladattit
senki ntds nem tudja betolteni. A
dajkdh, a naglmamdk 6s nagYndnik
ntris rohonoh, sdt mtisok anYja sem
tudla e;t rittenni. A naphdzi ottho'
noh 6tofuih, intdzetek Pedig egYdl'
taldn nent. Lehet egY nd kiadl6 az

dlet mind.en terilletdn, nagy politikai
ds gazdaxigi harriert futhat be, d.e

ezehet fdrfiah is eldrhetik. Mint ddes-

anydt a;onban P6talni nem lehet.
\em cdlom Pdlcdt tiirni az ott-

hontdl tdtol dolgoz6 dletttirsak ddes'
ansdh felett. Sajdt felesdsem is dol'
gozih, ami nem sok segitsriget jelent
a lethipdsztori szolgdlatban, de azt
hell mondanom, hogY sokkal jobb
testileg-lelhileg, ha az 6desanya-fele'
sdg a gyermeh neueldsre, az otthon-
t ere mt €sre haszndlja minden idej 6t.

-\ag1'on soh csalddi |letet robban- Y
tott mdr.fel az, amihor az dd.esanYa

dolgozni ment, nagYon sok gYermek
ebesztette ldba al6l a talajt ds ziilkitt
le emiatt. MeguagYok gYdzddue ar-
16l, hogy a fiatal kori bfrntizdk szd'
ma nagy mdrtdkben csrihhenne, ha
az 1desanydh nem jdrndnak tdaol az

otthontdl dolgozni.
A munha a megdlhetdsdrt, gazda-

sdsi el1nydhdrt folytatott harc az

tldesanytit a gyiilekezett1l is elueszi'
Egdszheti nehdz munka uttin, haj-
nali trdkban aatd felbelds utdn, fdz€s
taktrittis, hdzirnunktik eladgzdse

utdn mrir nincs idd mdg a gYilleke'
zetben '* aktiuan mfr.kridni. Nincs
idd a gyermekeket elkdsziteni id6'
ben, nincs idd a gyillekezeti tisszejti'
aetelehre jdrni. Igy hullik szdt azutrin
a csaldd lelhiles.

A bajok, a nehdzsdgek felsoroldsa
utdn miben aan Q, megoldds? Nem
lehet itt sen'L egy dltaldnos sablonos
megolddst taltilni, mert szinte min'
den csaldd. helyzete mds. Azonban
egyndhdny dolgot emlitsiink meg.
--Szi)ks€ges itt elsdsorban, hogy a -

lednyok igy legyenek neuelue, 7n[n[ Y
leendd 4desanytik. Ismerjdk meg az

6let rerilis, aal|stigos oldaldt. Ne rin'
gassuk 6het illdzi1hban a htizas€let
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fel6l, az otthon alapfttis dsfenntarttis
fel6l- A hdzasdlet nem csak rdube
jutris egy ledny szdmdra, hanem ki-
utazris a nyflt tengerre, ahol uiharok,
pr6bdh lesznek, ahol nem mindig silt
a nap. A hdzas€let anyasdgra ual6
neueldst, se a sziil6k, se az iskola, se a
gyillekezet nem ueszi komolyan.
l,,lagy felelltlenstig egy lelkdsz r6szd-
rdl az, ha nem beszdl lelhiprisztort'ta-
nrics formtijriban az eskiiud el6tt a
hdzasulandd felehkel. Az Isten el6tt
hruatriscit betdltd lelkdsznek nem
csah az eskiit'6 ceremonidlts rdszduel
hell foslalkoznta. Termdszetesen er-

NAGYAI\TYO
Anyrik nap.lcirt sok mindenr1l
Esik kii:ttinh s:6:
Artlrink lisciqdr6l, meg a
J6 glernte ht k hdldjdr1l,
S tl rtttrtrl :, l, is jO.
De ntt\ htiis sz6 uart r6lad,
Aki ott l)ls: a karszdhben,
,Vag1 bis rentdnytelens1gben,
Fehir lto.iti. 56i11o4t arcil
CS,[\-rES )t-t ltanltd.

Pedig csak a Te ii.nnepcd
Igct:cirt € lt0p.
Te bes:{lnil ntdg csak sohat
Az els:ciilott s:ebb zddkr6l,
Ha ta,t hr.Lllerlta
O, de ntihor nent hallgatnah,
Mert a hattgod gycinge, beteg,
Arcodon a kdnnyed pereg..
Fdradt-lelki. halh beszddfi
KEDVES \-agyany6.

O perltg csak Isten tud.ja,
Igazrin csak O.
Hogy htiny ciltdst tett a hezed,
Hogy hrinl ldpdst tett a ldbad,
Van trin millt1 .

S nincsenek, hik meghdldljdk,
Orcridat is elkerillik,
Bartizddit nem sziaelz'k -Fdj6 sz{ari, ttkon sero -BETEG Nagyany1.

De ldtod, mt nem felejtiink
Ezen a napon.
Mert a jd unokrik lelke,
Tuztrin drzd szeretete
Meg nem udltozS.
O damegyiinh anydk napjdn
Osz fejedeI megsimftnt,
Fci ra dt I elke d fe lw'dit n i
H.ozzrinh hajl6, gyermekhd lett
OREG Nagyanyo;

S. Nagy Zdndrr

re a lelkdsznek fel kell kdsziilnie, to-
udbb hell magtit kdpeznie ebben.

MielStt az 1desanya dolgozni
m enn e, sziiksd ges leillni kiszdmftani:
gazdascigos-e, ha az ddesanya az ott-
honon kiaill udllal munkdt. Lehet,
hogy kdt kocsi kell, ha gyermek aan
fizetni kell aalakinek, hogy uigytiz-
zon a gtermehre. A ruhdzkodds tcib-
be keri).l, a jduedelmi add nagyobb,
tdbbszdr hell esetleg dtterembe men-
nz., mert nem jut fdzdsre id6. Sokszor
elSfordult mrir, hogy az el1bbiek fi-
gyelembe adtele utdn anyagilag r(ifi-
zetds 1c)tt hi, uagy 6pBen, hogy sem-
mt nem maradt, uagy csak egy btir
dollcir, amelydrt nem 6rdemes az
ddesanytit kiuenni az otthonb6l.

A gazdasrigt helyzet mdrlegeldsd
ndl m€g fontosabb a lelki helyzet fe-
gyelembe adtele. Fut-e idd egyiitt
imridkoznt a hdzastdrsaknak, a csa-
Itidnak. A gyermekek neteldsdndl
mtllen probldmdk ad6dhatnak el5.
Van gyermek, amelyneh el6g csak
eglndhdny Srtis egyiittldt, aan ame-
lyiknek mtnden iddre sziiksdge uan,
ez rs csalridonkdnt u<iltoz6. Sikeriil-e
gyermekeimet az [Jr hdzdba eluin

nern, aagy, a gyermek majd a uildg-
ban taldlja meg bardti kdrit a nem
hiudk kcizcitt.

Az elibbi csak egyndhdny kdrdds
aolt, amire j6feleletet taldlni miel1tt
az 'idesanya dolgozni rnegy az ottho-
non kfuiil. Istentdl kapott biilcsessdg
anyagiakkal ual6 hely es gazddlko dds
sziihsdgeis a megold,dshoz.

Soha neru aolt krinnyfi dlettdrs-
nak, dd,esanydnak kenyirkeresdnek
lenni egy szerndlyben - m,a sen1,.

Fdrjek, gyermekek tegyetek rneg
mindent azdrt, hogy az ddesanya hi-
aatdsdt a csald.dban betcilthesse. Osz-
szritok rneg a nxunkdt az otthonban,
ne minden nxunka eludgzdse az 6des-
anya feladata legyen. Feltdtleniil
biztos{tsatok pihendsre, ldlekdpolds-
ra id6t neki, rnert az idesanydt p6-
tolni senkiuel sem lehet.

" Ti gyermekek szdt fogadjatok a ti
szilleiteknek az Orbau rnert ez igaz"
(Ef6zus 6:l).

"Ti fdrfiak szeressdtek a ti fele-
sdgeteket, mikdppen a Krisztus is
szerette az egyhdzat 6s tinmagdt adta
azdrt" (Ef6zus 5:25).

A z aranygyfilfr,s fdrfiilrfl sz6l6 ige -

szakaszt szer e tn 6m j o b b an me g 6rt eni
(fakab 2:1-13). 

* *

Jakab apostol ebben az igeszakasz-
ban egy fontos t6rsadalmi probl6-
m6.ra hivja fel a figyelmet, a szeg6-
nyek megbecsiilEs6re sz6litja fel ol-
vas6it. Figyelembe kell venni itt a
korabeli t6rsadalmi hdtteret. Rab-
szolgatirsadalom volt. A gazdagok
Clveztek minden jogot. A rabszolgik
€lete felett szabadon rendelkezett a
gazdijuk. Besz6l6 munkaeszkcizcik-
nek tekintett6k 6ket. A trirv6ny el6tt
kiskorriaknak sz5.mitottak, ez6rt gyer
meknek (grir. paisz) is neveztEk 6ket.

Az els6 kereszty6n gytilekezet tag-
jai jobbira szeg6ny munk6s emberek
voltak: "Mert tekints6tek csak a ti el-
hiv6.stokat, aty6mfiai: hogy nem so-
kan vagytok bdlcsek test szerint, nem
sokan vagytok hatalmasok . . a vi-
169 szerint alacsonyrendfieket 6s le-
n6zetteket vilasztotta ki Isten 6s a

semmiket, hogy megsemmisitse a va-
lamiket" (lKor. I :26,28).

A kereszty€n kdzdss6gen kiviil
val6k a ruhija, vag"yona 6s arany-
gydrfiinek sz5;ma szerint 6rt€kelt6k
az embereket. Ez ellen a szeml6let el-
len emeli fel szavit az apostol. Ez
nem illik a lelki k<iztiss€ghez, pedig
n6melyek a gy0lekezet tagjai kdzril
magukkal hoztik a Krisztust nem is-
mer6 t6rsadalomb6l ezt a szeml6le-
tet.

A vildsi el6kel6s€gek minden ujju-
kon 2-3 Syfirfit viseltek. Ez a szokis
megrnaradt a k6s6bbi sz6.zadokban
is- Alexandriai Kelemen (Kr.u. 215)
azt tanacsolta, hogy a kereszty6nek
egy gyfirfit viseljenek csak a kisuiju-
kon, azon valamilyen kereszty6n jel-
k6p legyen, galamb, hal, vagy hor=
gony, hogy pecs6tnyom6k6nt hasz-
n6lhass6k.

Meglep6 dolgot mond itt Jakab
apostol a korabeli gazdagokr6l:
"Nem 6k k6romoljirk-€ azt a sz6p
nevet, amelyr6l neveztettek?" Az
apostol 6ltal emlitett.,"sz6p n6v" a
Krisztus neve. El6szrir Anti6chiiban
nevezt6k a hiv6ket "krisztusiaknak"
(grir. Christianos). Teh6t eredetileg
nem a keresztr6l, hanem a Kereszt-
refeszitettr6l nevezt6k el a hiv6ket.
Mikor egy szolga megt6rt, ig6nyelte,

I
I

I

k&dez

Az olvas6



hogy r6sztvehessen a gyiilekezeti
risszejriveteleken. A gazd6t ez bosz-
szantotta. Milyen id6Pazarl6s!
Milyen nagy kies6s a termel6 mun-
kab6ll Es mi.rde, a, lJr J6zus ne-
v66rt. Ez6rt sok gazda t6rv6nysz€k
el6 hurcolta s7olg6it, ah,ol gyalizat-
tal illette az Ur J6zus nev6t.

Jakab apostol kihangsrllyozta,
hogy Isten nem az ember kiilsejdt,
hanem a hitet n€zi. 6 azt akarja,
hogy hitben legyiink gazdagok. De
azt is hangsilyozza az apostol, hogy
Isten az ember szeretetet ig6nyli' Az
szereti igaz5.rr Istent, aki megbecsiili
embert6rsait. Ger6 Sdndor

Hirek
TORONTO, Ont., Kanada:

Esemdnyek
a Torontdi Rdma Tdborban

1980
BIBLIAI KONFERENCIA

Jirlius-13.
GYERMEKTABOROZAS

- Alsolztus 2-9.
TABORZARO KONFERENCIA

Augusztus 30- 3f .

A BAPTISTA
VILAGSZoVETSEG
KONFERENCIAIA

Toront6ban - 1980. jtlius 8-13.

Az Amerikai Magyar Baptista 5z6-
uetsdg Orszdgos Ktizgyfr.ldse:

1980. jrilius 17 -20.Bridgeport, Conneticut-ban.

PHNOM PENH - CAMBODIA
Egyiitt dolgoz6 evang€liumi segit6

egyesiiletek ezer 6gyas tibori k6rh6-
zat 6pitettek Thailandban, a mene-
kiilt cambodiaiak kezel6s6re 6s k6r-
t6k az Egyestilt Nemzetek segitseg€t
m6g tov6bbi k6rhizi 6pitkez6sekre.

Elelem 6s orvoss6g mir k6zvetlen
is eljut a lakossdghoz, annak ellen6-
re, hogy a vietnami megsz6ll6k ezt
ellenzik. Nagy a hi6ny teheraut6k-
ban, j6 utakban 6s hidakban 6s

emiatt az dsszegyfflt 6lelem 6s orvos-
s6g sok helyen*ottreked.

WASHINGTON, D.C. - 3l milli6
feln6tt, minden 5. amerikai, vala-
milyen evang6liumi egyhiz tagja, a
Gallup k6zv6lem6ny kutat6 int6zet
szerint, ezeknek 627o-a n6. Az Egye-
siilt Allamok lakoss6gdnak llTo-a
naponta, l07o-a }rretenk€nt, 77o-a
havonta olvassa a Bibli6t.

e. oto"r @ r98o' tt'6jott'

NOK ROVATA
Rovatvezet6 ; Szerencsy J 6zselne

Ami soha nem v6tetik el
A beth6niai kedves, vend6gl6t6

h6znil igy vont mdrleget k6t asszonv
krizott az Ur J6zus: "M6rta, M6rta.
szorgalmas vagy 6s sokra igyekezel.
de Miria a jobb r6szt v6lasztotta.
mely el nem v6tetik t6le. "

Ez a m6rlegel€s nem a j6 6s rossz

kcizott tesz ktilcinbs6get, hanem min-
den egy6b j6nak fol6be helYezi a

"legjobbat", a sok-sok sztiks6ges do-
lognak az "egy sztiks€gest". Mert ez

az, ami megrnarad, minden egY6b
elv€tetik. Es a szolgdlatok kozcitt
gyakran neh6z ezt megldtni 6s esze-

rint kiiionbs6get tenni. Nektink
asszonyoknak igen sok jut M6rta
szolg6lat6b6l.

Elettinknek 6ppirgy van pozitiv 6s

negativ oldala, mint a f6nYk€Pnek.
A k6p negativjan az a scitdt, ami a

val6sigban viidgos, 6s azt litjuk vi
I6gosnak, arr:,i az igazin scit6t. "Most
m6g ttikor 6ltal, hom6lyosan li-
tunk . . " Sokszor azt latjuk fonto-
sabbnak, ami el6tttink van: a felhal-
mozodott h6zimunkit, a sr.irg6s hi-
vatali munkdt, a tanuldst. Kev6s az

id6nk 6s az 6letr.ink tele van negati-
vumokkal.

De hiszen M6rta az Ur€rt firado-
zottl -. Birmilyen furcs5.n hangzik
is, az Erette v€gzett munka is it6let
al6 eshet. A j6 cselekedetek, akkor,
ha nem helyesen gyakoroljuk. A be-
tegl6togatds, gyiilekezeti szolgilat -
ha t6liink val6, 6s nem az O dics6s€-
g6t szolgilja. A vend6gl6t6s - ha
M6rta m6djdn, zirgol6dva v6gezziik.

\:r konferencia elndk:
Dr. Harasztl Sindorn6

1.:.:ok : Fiiliip Arpidn6
P::r:6ros: Kautz Edvlnn6

S - .< ::'.,-,i iipr6ztatott m5.r el a sajit
r,:.":" \: ilrenek mondjik majd
a::: :iF -.,:lr 

"L-ram, hiszen a Te ne-
', ti:::- :rr:uil \I6gis ez lesz it6le-
ru.< \tn ismerlek titeket!"

\1- :i: :: ami soha nem v6tetik el
16i,r:^: Ror iden: az <ir<ikk6val6k.
-\rrr a :,-lil 6ietre va16, az mind el-
r-eteli-< €s az marad meg, aminek
orok i€:-r:gosultsiga van. Az or<jkk6-
r.alosis,',: csak orcikk€val6k orcikcil
heti.r H,-,gr melyek ezek, azt a L6lek
6s Is:er :ge.1e mindig megielenti a
maga :ce1eben. P6ldiul: az odafel-
va.,ik ieres€se. Isten akaratdnak cse-

Iek,,€.t a Lelek gyiimcilcseinek, az

orok-ie" aio szeretetnek gyakorl6sa.
.\ i€r', liep negativjdnak meg{ordit6-
sa h,',ql iassank€nt az v6ljon viligos'
si eiorrrirk ami a val6s6gban is az.
'\lerr a ldrhat6k ideig valOk, alitt-
hararlanok pedig orokk6val6k. "

-{z egl szr.iks6ges" driga felisme-
r6se nem azt jelenti, hogy a misik
regietbe esr-ink, 6s nem tartjuk fon-
rosnak dolgaink elv6gz€s6t. M6rta
szolg6lata is megrnarad, nem veszi le
r6lunk senkisem. Csak 6ppen abban
a tudatban r'6gezztik, hogy ez itt
szr.iks€ges - de egyszer elv6tetik. Azt
sem mondhatjuk, hogy nem szivesen
tesszrik. Istennek dr6ga ajind6ka
sz6munkra. hogy bels6 embenink
minden ki.ils5 befolyds ellen6re kap-
csolatban maradhat Vele. Nem
hatnak ra felettdbb a ktilsS emberre
nehezed6 dolgok: szorgos munka,
firadtsdg, circjm, vagy b6nat. S6t,
m6g munka kozben is tdrsalogha-
tunk Vele. S ahogyan fogy az er6nk,

I

v
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Az Amerikai Magyar Baptista Szovets6g
Alapszab6lya

MODOSiTASI
III. CIKKELY
9. szakasz.

A tisztsdguiselds zddtartama

Az Amerikai Magyar Baptista
Szovets6g elnoke €s alelncjke, a kciz-
gyfil6sen titkos szavaz6ssal k6t 6ves
id6tartamra Iesznek megv6Llasztva.
Az elncik 6s alelnok a k6t €vi szolg6-
lati id6 lej6rta utdn csak k6t 6ves
szrinet utin vilaszthat6k meg irjra.

Az 1980. 6vi kdzgyfil6sen az elnok

.u-{\L-{T
egl €r're. az alelncik k€t 6vre vilaszt'
hato meg, lgSl-ben 6s ut6na, az el-
nok ker evre lesz megvilasztva.

-\ lotirkar, a pdnztiros 6s minden
mis bizottsig tagjainak szolg6lati
iCe.le harom esztend5. Az elnijk 6s az
alelnok vrseli a tiszts6get, amig ut6d-
j6r lree nem r ilasztottak. A tiszts€g-
risel6k es bizottsigi tagok csak k6t
eg:rnas utan kcivetkez5 ciklusban vi-
selhetrk :iszt:egriket, de egy 6ves szri-
nei u:ar u.lra megv6laszthat6k.
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[r.qy v6lik elSttr.ink mind vil6gosab-
bi, hogy ami itt varr, az mind ideig
6riig valo. Tal6n 6ppen azt it6ljrik
k6rnak 6s szemdtnek, ami ut6n egy-
kor a legjobban torekedttink. Elju
tunk oda, hogr. a kcilt6vcl cgyritt el-
mondhatjuk: "Hdldt adoh azdrt,
amtm Ltan ntert ez ilLtetett ki-
baidhoz, szatctdon csilgg6 Mdrid-
nah!" olah Gabrt'ella

(Kipiing, Sask., Kanada)

Rcivid mondisok....

Van, akinek a testedzdse abb6l
6ll, hogy tor'6bb nitjt6zkodik, mint
ameddig a takaroja 6r.

Erdekes fizikai je1ens6g, hogy egy
tires p6nztdrca jobban nyom, mint
eg-y tomott. 

*

Az aggodalmaskod6s, a holnap
felh6it a mai napsug6r el€ hozza.

MEGERTE!
Ki n-Le gtit kozott,
az.t t-s s:eretted.
,7hi eihaglott,
azt megkerested.
Cazc)agb6l dnkdnt
szegdnnld triltdl,
szolgdtdnak is
magaci s:olgdltdl.
Glilbit a u'kig,
s meghaltril drte,
ds nem hdrdezted:

ialon megdrte?

,1 hogl s:eml4lem
glotreintes harcod,
hallom, ,leldm is
az a parancsod..

hogl aki gyfildl,
azt ts szeressem,
ht hitlen elhagy,
azt megheressem,
eldobta g6gc)m
szolgtifi:ak ingyen,
ha szegdnyen is,
ha egyszril mgben.
Hogy dlfuiam azt zls,

akt megdtkoz,
s odaszegezne
a heresztftihoz,
ha igy lesz boldog,
h_aljak meg 6rte!
En se kdrdezzem:

- uajon megdrte?

ENGLISH SEGTION
PARTIAL TRUTH

Partial truth can be very mislead-
ing. If r^/e stop with the message of
Palm Sunday we can very easily be
lured by false hopes and temporary
SUCCCSS.

And, if we stop with the message
of Good Friday we can lose all hope
and wind up in despair.

\\:e need to remember to read the

last chapter and discover that our
Lord had victory over death and the
grave and that victory is ours by
faith.

There is no reason for us to live as
though the Resurrection di not
occur.

It did-and this is "Good News."
Arnold S. Boal

Proposed Change in By Laws of
The Hungarian Baptist Union of America, Inc.

By Lau's of
The Hungarian Bapti.st Llnion of
America. Inc.
Section 9. -Term of Office

The President and the Vice-Pre-
sident of The Hungarian Baptist
Union of America, Inc. shall be
elected b-v closed ballot for a period
of nvo vears, with reelection possible
oni,v after being out of office for a
period of two year.

In the year of 1980 the President
shail be elected for a period of one
year and the Vice-President shall be

elected for a period of two years. In
the year of 1981, and thereafter the
President shall be elected for a
period of two years.

The Tenure of the Secretary and
Treasurer and all Committee
members shall be for a period of
three years. The President and the
Vice President shall hold office until
their successors are elected.

All officers and committee
members shall not serve more than
two consecutive terms, but may be
re-elected after being out of office
one year.

From the Mission Fields
Itleus frorn the Amerzcan Hungarian
Bapttst Church Fzrst Quarter,
1 98 0,,4 I lta m bra, 

*California.
You may have been wondering

vu'hat s been going on at our church
here on the west coastl Well God is
at rvork: rve're excited to see the
things He's causing to come to pass.
We have some problem areas as all
churches do but we're believing
Rom. 8:28 "All things work to-
gether for the good for thos: who
love God and are called according to
His purposes. " And we're sure that
Cod $'ili ultimately be glorified and
the church will grow as a result.

One of the most encouraging as-
pects of our church are the young
adults, for a church our size (60-100
people) ll'e have quite a large
number of participating young
people (under 35). And they are be-
ginning to become more active.

Most recently they held a weekend
retreat in the mountains. The theme
was "A fresh oneness A Renewed

Commitment" it was an excellent
time to get to know one another
better as well as to reevaluate each
person's own relationship with the
Lord. We trust that we will see the
impact of renewed commitment
thru these young people as the year
progTesses.

The week previous to the retreat
we also sponsored a youth revival.
We had special music by a local
christian group named "Rapture"
and the string orchestra from the
Romanian Baptist Church in Bell-
flower. Our special speaker was Rev.
Theo Patraik of the language mis-
sions dept. of Southern Baptist Con-
vention. He spoke on-a very stir-
ring and convicing message. After
the program we had a short time of
fellowship over some refreshments.
During this time we had a chance to
talk with our Romanian friends and
the young adults are planning at
some time in the future to partici-
pate in their church as well.

Another exciting thing we're
Bod6sJinos

v



o. ora"r ffi1ff5i rs8o. -6jo, r,
started doing since January is have
prayer meetings in homes. At
present we are piloting this program
by taking 1 day per month and
meeting in someone's home for
prayer. This meeting is set up so it
doesnt compete with our usual
Wednesday night meeting at the
chuich. So far it has worked out real
well.

Well it looks like ['m running out
of space to continue on. As you can
see God has blessed us in special
ways and we're thankful to Him. We
send our $eetinb to each of you!

il{n.riltr(nxtrnntrtrtrtrrtrtrilntrlr$trr.trtrrtrrrrtrruruuurunuuuu,n{ruu#d,

DEAR EDITOR:
I am very glad to respond to your

request, we (really) born again
Christians should always we found
ready to give our testimony of how
the Lord Jesus Christ has power to
save and satisfy, those who really
arrd truly want to find peace and joy
in life.

I was born a Roman Catholic. I
heard about Jesus, His Mother and
Joseph. I heard about the Father
Son and Holy Ghost. I knew that
God is my Heavenly Father and that
Jesus was born of a Virgin, rose from
the dead and now He is at the right
hand of the Father and even that he
is coming back.

Then I heard in the Baptist
Church that I must receive Him into
my heart as my own personal
Saviour. I did not and could not
understand what they were talking
about. I thought that my Church
takes care of that. Thanks be unto
God! The Holy Spirit worked in my
heart until I understood. I was saved
and sanctified, filled with the Holy
Spirit in l916 in the First Hungarian
Baptist Church of West Pulman.
The joy I received then is still my
joy, because the Lord Jesus gives us
His joy, not as the world gives. I
keep singing, There is Power,
Power, wonderworking Power, in
the Blood of the Lanb. My heart is
still s-inging those dear, old Hun-
garian Hyrnns. The first song I
learned was: Take the Name ofJesus
with you. l'6}r mi kedves n6v ez

J6zus. "
I hope to write some more the

next time, just because I love you
all. With Love and Prayers.

Mrs. Grace H. Fulop
(Praise God from whom all Blessings
flow. - Colossians 3:16.)

AMERICAN HUNGARIAN
B.4.PTIST UNION RECEIPTS

FOR THE MONTH OF
FEBRUARY 1980

Home Mission: Bethesda Retirement Home
$150.00; Frank Schaffer, North Bay 100.00:
Hungarian Baptist Church, NY 50.00; Be-
thany Baptist Church. Cleveland 15.00; Rev.
and Mrs. W. B. Molnar, Naugatuck, NY
30.00; Bethesda Church, Palm Bav 100.00. -
Total: $445.00.

*

Special Mission: Bethesda Church, Palm Ba1'

s3s.00.
*

Travel Fund for Mr. and Mrs. Plnter: Rev.
and Mrs. W. B. Molnar, Naugatuck, NY
$30.00.

*
Literary Funds: Frank Schaffer $100.00;
Treasurer, Literary Fund 523.30. - Total:
s623.00.

Louis Drescher, Treasurer

MARCH AT BETI1ESDA

It seems that the month of March in u'hich vou tell us of your con-
this year did not adhere to the tradi- tinued pra)'ers for us and the work
tional pattern of coming in like a that is-being done for His aging v
lion and going out as a lamb. We children. Others of you will re-
had "lion" type weather almost member us periodically with a gift of
throughout the entire month. In monev to be used for whatever pur-
fact we had one night of frost during poses lhat ma-v be needed at the
which we lost all of our delicate tinte. Others of you will send us
mango and avacado blossoms. We materials that rve put to good use.
not only lost the blossoms, but we \Irs Elizabeth Hayden just recently
are really concerned about the trees gifred to us a 100 cup coffee maker.
themselves. At the present time the This r''as badiv needed and we
leaves are brown and there seems to appreciate her toughtfulness. Others
be no life in the trees. Heretofore. of vou r.'r1l come and spend days,
they always snapped back quickly, rr.eeks or e\.en months in providing
but we'll just have to be more free labor .-r.rr ?nY project that may
patient this time. be neeieC \\'e ve been blessed with

Most of our winter visitors are still the serr':ces of Mr. Albert Balogh
with us. When one leaves, another rrho hac iust overhauled our emer-
arrives. We were sorry to say a tem- gencv p.iter generator. This was a
porary farewell to Mrs. Magdolna ',err' la:se undertaking because the
Attila and Mrs. Margaret Endrei equipn-rert -,''as old and parts were
who have been with us for the past virtualir unavailable. Now this
three months. They have been our equipme:ri ts again working very
guests for the winter months for rt ell ari much money was saved by
many yeais. Well miss them just as nor ha''ing to purchase a new unit.
well miss our other loved ones who -{ ie',' teiephone calls to key people
had been with us during the winter througrout the country provided us
months. We rejoice when they arrive rvith pa:ts that were just not avail-
and are saddened when they leave able ln our section of the country. *
us. May God bless His people wher- Gabrre' Perre (Chicago), one of our -
ever they may be. Some day we'll all Boari me:nbers, came to our rescue
be together eternally. rr irh much needed parts. For all that

One of the joys is ours at the is beins done by all of you, we can
Home is seeing the love and concern onir. sa', thank you and may God
of so many of our friends for our bless r.c,u for -vour gracious concern
Home. This is shown in so man-v for us \\-ithout your participation,
ways. From some of you, we receive Beihesia just could not be the
beautiful letters of encouragemenr iaciiiir. ihat it is for the care and

cor:f,lrt of our aging citizens.

Our perenial "gardener", Helen
\-eizer. rs srill puttering around our
gardens rrving desperately to keep
the florlers and shrubs ahead of the
rr'eeds, She is however slowing down
considerablt'. She has for years kept
our grounds neat and beautiful, but
the time is here for her to rest also.
\\'e are thankful ro God for her
labor of love for the past trventy
-vears. Another old friend of the
House, Steve Matyas is moving back
to the Home and will help in putter-
ing rvith the plants. We are thankful
to these and all other wonderful
people rvho help keep our Home
grounds Iike a park. Our local
garden club has provided us with --
help in creating a more formal entry
to our grounds. Two formal shrub-
bery plantings will be placed on



eirher sicle of rhe road leading ro our AMERTCAN HII\IGARTAN
Home A lightecl Bethesda sign will BApTIST UMON
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p",l?.placc to indicate our loca- Shtementof Receipts and.* 
i]l].... '-'l'l l: 'l' 

add even sreater Disbursements for the period oflteautr to ' rur grounds. Receipts
1\'e have finallr obtained a build l-tornc \1 i:ijon s.1.011.99

ing permit fol the addition of our l.itcrarr Fund:

librar-v. \\'ork is already in progress [)or.ri\rn\ $1.'{33.01

and rve *.ilt sto,,,tr tr.,tia tr,ip uhai- u,nt,l;!:1,)li,:;';"*"' 
1'630'13 ,3!i.Jl

tion using our o\\'n help and re- lnlcrurl Receivecl:
sources. Please continue us in your Sar ing:-Mission Funcl $9g1.27
pra)'ers in this r-natter also. Srr inur-Special Fund 583.52 I,-574.79

our entire clrir ing areas have Fund canrpaign Receipts I'171 90

been brackropped ancl restripes 3:::l;l] ;ill;:il-Restricted , 3?9.33
cluring the past rreek. Your Board of ._

Direcror-s appro'.d this project last o,.o,l,lr*Ii'ir"i?,t1,. ,ru*", ,"n"0,11,0'r*o 
t,

Januarr ancl it rvas finally com- Missii,n sJ,518.25
plerecl . \\'ith normal care, our drive- Cosptl \lcr5gnqgp 6,602.9J
\\-avs noh' ,should last for quite some l3ible Erprr:it.r 1.331.69
perir-,cl of tirne. \\-hereas ,hi, *ua ua, 'Arge ntini \lission 2J87.73

e.pe,isi..e project, it had to be d.one YJ:';'l:1i:,1:'Missi,n J33.?Bto I,r ,te( i an e\en Iarger investment.
\-our Home has been and is still I i':tal Disbursements $1s.5s8.70

operating at l00TL occupancy. we 
ReceiPts short* 

* * $4'817'88

have also had a full season as far as American Hungarianour .,r'inter guests are concerned.
L,ur res,oen,, .":: lup-pJ and.for the rr.H:*lrurilTiil"Jr""Ti:r*nt '.t [,Jtt .Jt]sttcL1. What else Can Home ]lisrion
rr-e clo for our l,tr es ones except to Bctirc:tlr Retirenrent Honre. Florida $150.00
lole them. care for them and to up- Berhc:r1ri Church. palm Bal . Fla. 100.00
holcl each one in our prayers. We do waclsui'rth Baptist Church' Ohio 37.50

- 
co\ et \ our pra\ ers and wish Gods Betheni C hurch Cleveland, Ohio 15'00
-r r r r - l-,-*." Sillinrl:rChur,-'h.Briclgeport.Ct. 50.50rtche:t blcssLngs on all of you. N{rs. \ iinra.\lbright. N. versailles, pa. 10.00

E,,,;,t i Aisft,*Administraror 
s;r00

BETHESDA ;:il:il,]'/ilffh. parn, Ba1.. Fra. s3s.00
8..\PTIST RFTIRE)lENT HOME Travel Fund for Mr. and Mrs. pinter

CO\TRIBUTIONS Drs. Harlr:zri. Srockbridce. Ga. $100.00
\I.\RCH, 1980 Il$. \1 . \lalLrr. Clerelani. Ot]iu i0.00

Mr. and \1r: _l -r::r Kish, Fairlield. CN
Sr5.00: Mrs. \1.,:r ]ijnlric, Palnr Ba1,, FL $110.00
10.001 Mrs. Su:o:: S::nrpl. Bri<lgeport, CN Literarl Fund
25.00; ML. and \1 :: .{lex Hollander, Cape Gospcl Nlcssenger, Treasurer $131.00
Canaveral. FL l(l{'.1.r: Rtv. and Mrs. Gabriel Mr. and \{rs. \'ictorAlnlas 50.00
I)ctlc. Palnt Bur. FL 10.00: Mrs. Margaret
Endrei. Cleveland. OH 10.00: Mr. Alex $18t.00
Radulr.. Palnt Bar. FL l(_r.00: Bethesda Baptist Da-vton Propert,r 5.96
chulch. Palnr Bar, FL 5-i.00: Mr. and Mrs. Louis Drescher, 'I'reasurer
\/ictor AInlas. Ponipanrr Beach. FL -50.00;
Mrs. Ruth Crunrp. \lcrritt Island. FL 25.00;
Mrs. Edith Michaet:,,.. ulen*ooct. IA 10.00; Literary Fund of the
Mrs. Margaret lvlobler. Palnr Bay. FL 25.00; HungarianBaptistUnion
Margaret ancl Julia \ rrgo. Hemer. CA 10.00; Of AmgfiCa
N'lr. and Mrs. Frank Gabor. May.field Heights,
oH 25.00; Mr. and irl rs. Louis Kristoft.. A]len Receipts report
Park. MI .35.00; Mr. and Mrs. Sreve Forgacs, January, 1980
Fairl'ielcl. CN 50.00: Nl r. Eduin 'f. Kohl. Se- M.s. Aier BLrtri. Akron, Ohio$30; Mrs. B. M.bastian, FL 25.00: irlrs. Elizabeth Kovach. Toth. Lrask. Sask. l0l Mrs. John Vass,Poland. OH 10.001 NIr. and Mrs. Albert 'Ial-
rer St catherine. onr canada .100.00; Mr. :,1]Xj:;:: :.lil,]; T-iiiiilll,:;f'[,in":aH:
and Mrs. Daniel Szasz, Anaheim, CA 25.00; Ind.30: First Hungarian tsaptist Church. NewIlev. Michael Major. Cleveland Heights, OH york 2-5; First H-ungarian Baptist Church.10.00: Mrs. Fnrilie L. Fischer. Norrh King- Detroit 125; Firsr Hungarians Biptist Church,

v slo.n. OH 2100: Mr. and Mrs. Frank Kovacs, 'l-.ronro 
-S0; Beia Walt], I oronto. Ont. l0; L.Palnr Bal. Fl- In loving memory of grandson: Fod.r, Sheclden, Ont. 9t Laszlo Repay, Hoff.Robert Armstrong 25.00: Mr. and Mrs. Ernest Flst. Ill. -5; Adarr Eifert, Vero tseach, FIa. 20;Kish. Palnr Bal. FL 30.00. - TO'I'AL:

sl,l0-5.00. 
r u I AL: Mrs. G. Ungvarv. Vancouvet, B.C. 20; John

Molnar. Kenned1,, Sask. 40.

ffiiUdiumittirgg:'G-f*,-J 7. oldal
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Ver Grandson
Receives Doctorate

I Dr. FrankJ. Sweeney
I

I The grandson of Mrs. Theresa
I Ver, of Dayton, Ohio, and the late
Rev. Frank Ver, Frank J. Sweeney,
recently received his doctorate in
nuclear engineering from the Uni-
versity of Tennessee. Dr. Sweeney is
the son of Helen Ver Sweeney,
youngest daughter of Frank and
Theresia Ver. Both grandparents
were. born in Hungary, coming to
the United States in the early 1900b,
to settle in Dayton. The senior Ver's
were active in the formation and
development of the Hungarian-
Baptist Retirement Home at Palm
Bay, Florida. Dr. Sweeney has taken
a position with the Oak Ridge
National Laboratory in Tennessee.

Mrs. Therelo irr*ds n6hai Reu.
Vdr Ferencz testudrdk unokdja,
Frank J. Sueeney, a kcizelmilltban
doktori diplomdt kapott, m.int atom
fizikus mdrnrih. Dr. F. Sweeney Vdr
t e stadr d h le gfiat ata b b le tinydnak H e -
len Vdr Sweeney-nekfia. Mind a kdt
na gy s ziil 6 ma, gyar o r szdgi sztile t d sti d s
a 1900-as duek elejdn drkeztek Ame-
rikdba. Rea. V6r Ferencz testadr 6s

felesdge sok nlunkdt udgeztek a Palm
Bay-i szereteit otthon 6pitdsdndl, h,o-
moly anyagi rildozatokat hozua. Reu.
Vdr Ferencz testudr 4ueken dt Szciuet-
sdgilnh dldozatkdsz elniike uolt.

Dr. Sweeney az Oah Ridge Na-
tional Laboratory-ntil, Tdnnesssee-
ben dolgozik, mint atomfizikus mdr-
ndh.

Szeretettel kriszdntjilh a boldog
nagymamdt Vdr n6nit 6s a boldog
sziilShet. Szerk.



Claas Has Big Dreams for BWA
By Carol Franklin

WASHINGTON-"Oh, no, I'm not one is so poor he cannot share and
going to emigrate from Germany!" no one is so rich he needs nothing."- Gerhard claas, 5l year old no- He envision a world network where
minee for general secletary of the the Third World and Eastern
Baptist woita Alliance, laughingly Europe are full partners in spread-
denied any interest in spending the
rest of his life or career in the United
States.

"I am really a pastor and a real
European, " he said in his soft,
lightly-accented voice during a visit
to the BWAt Washington head-
querters where he will work if
elected at the BWA Congress in
Toronto, July 10.

Claas, who now lives in Hamburg,
betrays to the casual viewer none of
the crisp, Prussian characteristics
many attribute to the sterotypical
German. He is warm, engaging, and
attractive. A BWA staffer concedes
that this statistical reports are "fas-
cinating. "

A graduate of the BaPtist Semin-
ary in Ruschlikon, Switzerland,
Claas has served as a pastor and
both youth secretary and general
secretary of the German BaPtist
Union. Most recently he has been
associate secretary of the BWA for
Europe.

But despite his steady rise through
the Baptist ranks, Claas maintains
that his heart is in the Pastorate.

"I will stay in this position ten
years at the most, " Claas declared.
"After that, I hope for mY own
pulpit again where I can not only
proclaim the gospel' but have dia-
logue with my people and answer
their questions. I will preach in my
new position, of course, but you can
never know the hearts of PeoPle
when you are with them for onlY one
hour-and you are doing all the
talking!"

Claas has big dreams for the
BWA, and that means changes.
"The Baptist World Alliance has the
great advantage of being a truly
world wide fellowship, " he Pointed
out. "It is not'an American fellow-
ship for the rest of the world, though
some seem to think so. We must be-
come real Partners. "

A major goal for Claas is streng-
thening of regional fellowships in
Asia, Africa, and Latin America.
"We don't understand sharing in the
developed world, " he charged' "No

sion for the BW'A will cost. "But we
can do more even with the small
budget rve have, " he claimed. "And
if all 33 milHon Baptists in the world
gave one dollar a year, we could live
on the interest and achieve our
dreams. '

He noted that western European
Baptists have begun giving ten cents
per member a year to be divided
berrieen the BWA and the Euro-
pear-r Baptist Federation. "Five cents
per member a year is the highest
lerel of girrng to the BWA in the
uorlcl. In the United States it is less

rhan one cenl per member per year.
\\'e sh,-ruld r-nake this known and
make p6,1-,ple ashamed. "

Ciaas l. ilrer-rseI-v serious about his
l.l-iission',''iih the B\,t'A. He accepted
the cal, i, ieave Hamburg reluc-
ranilr ::rit .arc1 his children's reac-
rion ',ia. I: ir i: God's rvill we can't
hinier r: -:,.;: tr aren t excited. " He
belier ei :- 1r (lr,ril s rvill that he come
to thl. re-.'. ;,,-,1i116n, His hope is to
re turr i,:, ahi:n in rhe not-too-distant
furu:e :a,, inq built a stronger,
nlrr)rr irLil\' i*'orld lvide felloship of
Baptis:s

''Tiren n-rv rrife and I can go back
ro rhe Bararran Black Forest for our
long -, acations. "

O\E NICHT
I H\DADREAM...

I iieamed I rvas walking along the
beach rt'ith the Lord, and across the
skv ilashed scenes from my life. For
each scene I noticed two sets of foot-
prinrs in the sand. One belonged to
me the other to the Lord. When the
last scene of my life flashed before
me. I looked back at the footprints
in the sand. I noticed that many
times along the path of my life,
there rt'as onl1' one set of footprints. I
also noticed that it happened at the
ver-v lorvest and saddest times in my
life. I questioned the Lord about it:
"[-ord. You said that once I decided
to follou-\'ou, You would walk with
me all the rvay, but I have noticed
that during the most troublesome
times in my life, there is only one set
of footprints. I don't understand
why in times when I needed You
most, \'ou would leave. " The Lord
replied, "My precious child, I would
never leave you during your times of
trial and suffering. When you see

only one set of footprints, it was then

Gerhard Claas

ing the gospel and helping in relief
efforts.

Claas also is looking for leadership
outside Europe and Nort America.
"I will leave my post with the B\A'A
sooner (than ten years) if I see mY
successor emerging in a Third
World nation. "

Claas spoke eloquently of the need
for relief efforts on a scale that wili
make a real difference to people. He
aiso referred to the involvement of
the BWA in the reiease of prisoners
of conscience in Eastern European
countries. "We must increase our
political activities, " he said. "Out-
side the United States and Britain,
Baptist are not political. The two
kingdoms idea (of spiritual and
secular realms) must be broken
down before \!-e can meet our
responsibiiities as Christians for
peace on earth.

"We are too isolated from the
world, especially those of us who
spend all our time u'ith other
Christians. " he declared. "Direct
contact with non-Christians is neces-

sary if we are to remember what we
are doing and why. "

Claas acknowledged that his vi- that I carried you. Anonymus


