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f-A Felt6mad6s-TT
E III. AZ URJEZUS FELTAMADASA ES ANNAK EREDMENYEIJ

Ez az r-izenet az alapja a kereszt-vdn
remenvs6gnek es pr6dikicionak ( I Pt
1:3; lKor 15). Ez ad magl'arizatot
arra a k6rd6sre is, hogy mi€rt 6ppen
a bemerit6s Iett a megt6r6s 6s meg-
szabadit6s jele (1Pt 3:21; Rm 6:5).

igy fogalmazta meg eg-l'szer J6zus
a maga szem6ly€nek a titk6t: "En
vagyok a feltdmadds 6s az 6let" (}n
11 :25). A szcivegcisszefrigg6s aiapjdn
megillapithat6, hogy ez v6gered-
m6nyben azt jelenti, hogy: a felti-
mad6s melyre a zsid6k csak a
vCgs5 id6k osszefrigg6sdben (eschato-
logikusan)gondoltak elkezd6dik
ott 6s akkor, ahol 6s amikor J6zus
munk6lkodni kezd. Aki hittel hozz6.-
kapcsol6dik. aki az 5 hatalmi ktir€be
kerr.il, az tapasztalni fogja, hogy el-
kezd6dik a r6gi 6let helyett eCy tij,
amely szabad a brint6l 6s a hal6lt6l
(Fil 3:10). Az utols6 vacsor6n maga
J6zus hangs0lyozza ki ezt a gondo-
latot (Jn 6:54). Ett6l kezdve a hitre
jut6s az UjszcivetsEgben ezt jelenti:
meghalni 6s feltimadni J6zussal
egyritt (Rm 6:11;Jn 5:24).

Birmilyen viligos tanit6st nyer-
hetiink is azonban Jinos evang6liu-
mdb6l, ez m6g csupin a kezdet.
L6pjLink teh6t tov6bb. A 2Tim 2:18.
hatarozottan visszautasitja azt a gon-
dolatot, hogy a halilb6l val6 felt6-
madds fogalma csup6n J6zus felta-
mad6s6nak a t6ny€t foglalja magd-
ban. Az Ujszcivets6g egy6rtelmffen 6s
f6lre€rthetetlentil tanitja, hogy Jdzus
fektimaddsrinah rerinh is drudnyes
dldott eredmdnye: a mi feltdmadd-
sunh (Kol2:13; Ef 2:6 stb.). Jdzus
igehirder6s6be nemcsak ur 6 felta-
mad6s6nak a meghirdetese rarrozik
bele, hanem az iiltalinos - embe-
rekre vonatkoz6 feltimadisr6l
sz6l6 hiradds is. Jn 6:39-ben pl. irgy

-{z Ujszcivets6g eglik kozponti
gondolata az Ur J6zus felt6madisd-
rol sz6lo hiradds. Helyet kap az ige-
hirderesekben (Mk 8:31 ; Lk 9:22;
]lk 9:9: \Ik 9:31; Mk 10:34; Lk
I S: 3 3 ). benne van Miria Magdal6na
bizonvsagt6tei6ben (Mt 28:7 -8), 6s

a tanitr'6nyokeban is (Act l:22;
2:31; .1:33 stb.). A meghalt 6s elte-
meretr J6zus - Isten tette iltal -feltdmadt a haldlb6l (pl. Act 2:31;
-{ct 2:34; Ef 5:14), s eg-y olyan testet
n)'ert, amely rij volt, de egyszers-
mind anyagi is, nem olyan volt mint
a r6gi, de nem is kCpzeletbeli (Jn
20:20 21). Olyan form6ban jelent
meg tanin'6nyainak, hogy 16thattik,
s6t 6rinthett6k (Jn 20:27; Lk 24:16;
Lk 24:31.39; Act 1:2,9; Un 1:1-t6l

a kovetkezdkben az 1-tdl helyett:
lkh, azazt kcjvetkez6k); bir ez
ut6bbit nem tehett€k mindig (|n
20 7i ), mert a feltimad6st6l. kezdve
mint megdics6tiltet kellett 6t ismer-
nirik. Ekkor ugyanis szabaddd v6lt
J€uts az 6 testi l6tformdjdban (2Kor
5:16). Azt sem szabad azonban fi-
gyelmen kivril hagynunk, hogy b6r
birtokolta rn6.r a "f6ny- 6s szellem-
testet", fenntartotta tanitvinyaival a
megszokott emberi kozossdget: pl.
egyiitt evett 6s ivott veliik (Lk
24:29kk; Jn 21:12kk).

A feltimadis a tanitv6nyok €let6-
ben fordul6pontot jelentett. Addig
k6tkedtek, bizonytalankodtak 6s f6l-
tek, azut6n viszont b6tor bizonysig-
tev6k lettek. Krisztus felt6maszt6sa
Isten hal6l feletti hatalmdnak a jele.
Mds szoval: a felt6mad6s 5Lltal Isten
hatilytalanitotta az Adam 6ltal jel-
kepezett emberis6g buk6s6t; a Fel-
timadott bel€pett Isten dics6s6g6be,
s ezzel megnyitotta az utat az embe-
rek szdmrira is.

hirdeti meg, mint az Atya akaratit,
melyet.a Fiir val6sit meg.

Az Ujszcivets6gben a felt6mad6s
gondolata mindig a test feltamada-
sinak az 6rtelm6ben jelentkezik, 6s
nem a l6t puszta folytatisak6nt, vag:y
a l€lek fel€bred6sek6nt (szimb6likus
6rtelemben). Enn6lfogva a J6zusr6l
sz6l6 evangElium szembeszZrll a sad-
duceusokkal (Mt22:23), akik csak az

6szcivets6gi t<irv6nyt fogadtik el, 6s

azt allitofiAk, hogy abban nincs ben-
ne a feltimad6s gondolata (v.<i. Mt
23:31-32). De nemcsak a saddu-
ceusok, hanem a gtirrigrik sem 6rtet-
tek egyet az evangdliumoknak ezzel a
tanit6s6val. Szellemies gondolkodi-
sukkal nem voltak k6pesek elfogadni
ezt a "tirhegosan materiilis" jeUegf
tanitist (Act 17:18.32; lKor 15:12).
Pedig a feltdn'radtisba uetett hit a
Jdzus Krisztusba uetett hit alapeleme
(v.ri. ZKor 5:10; Lk 14:14; Zsid
l1:38). (De ez azt is jelenti, hogy
nem lehet n6la megrekedni 6s
elfeledkezni a tovibbl6p6sr6l - v.6.
Zsid 6:2.)

B5l a "feltimadis" sz6 gyakran
vonatkozik eg-y meghat6rozott jciv6-
beli'esem6nyre (Jn 17:24; NIt 22:28),
de nem minden esetben utal arra.
Itt - mint a zsid6 apokaliptik6ban
is - a gondolatnak k€t vonala €rz€-
kelhet6, vagyis a kcivetkez6 k6t ese-
m6nyt ugyanazzal a sz6val jel6li az
Ujsz6vet€g:

1. Besz6l az il],talinos - minden
embert 6rint6 - feltimad6sr6l $el
20:ll-15; Mt 25:31-46), amely
<isszekapcsol6dik J6zus Krisztus visz-
szat6r6s6vel, valamint a j6knak 6s a
gonoszoknak a sz€tv 5.lasztZtsdv al.

2. Es besz6l eg'y ezt megel6z6 "el-
s6" felt6madisr6l, amelynek r6szesei
azigazak (Lk f4:f4), a Krisztusban
meghaltak (lThess 4:16; s6t val6szi-
nfien ide vonatkozik az lKor 15:
23-24. is, ahol a "v€9" kifejez6s
alatt a "marad6k':ot 6rthetjiik, te-
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h6t azokat, akik nem Krisztus meg-
v6ltottai). A Jel 20:4kk arr6l besz€I,
hogy a Krisztusban meghaltak ural-
kodni fognak 1000 6vig, a tdbbi ha-
lott viszont csak az utols6 it6let nap-
j6n jelenik meg Isten tr6nja el6tt Qel
20:11kk). Az "els6" feltimaddssal
kapcsolatban megillapithat6, hogy
az emberek a hal6l ellen6re megtart-
jak szem6lyi azonoss6gukat, r1gy,
hogy minden ember egyenk6nt fog
odaillni Isten el6 (2Kor 5:10).
Emellett azonban az is igaz, hogy a
feltimadottak "hasonl6 ak az angya-
lokhoz" (Lk 20:36); mentesek az 6sz-
t6nrikt6l - bele6rtve a szexuilis v6-

g-yat is (Mt 22:30); hasonlitani fog-
nak J€zushoz, mert megl6tj6k irgy,
"amint 6 van" (Un 3:2). Nyilvin
val6, hogy erre az els6 felt6mad5sra
gondolhatott csak P61, amikor igy
sz6l: "Ha valami m6don eljutn6k a
halottak felt6mad6s6ra" (Fil 3:11),
hiszen kciztudott, hogy az iltalinos
felt6mad6st senki ki nem kertilheti
(Jel 20:1 1 - 15). (Erdemes itt megje-
gyeznrink, most ezen az egy helyen, a
szok6sos anastasis helyett az EX-
anastatis-t hasznalja az apostol a fel-
tdmad6.s jelol6s6re, Ez ut6bbi kifeje-
z€s azzal mond tcibbet az el5bbin61.
hogy jobban hangsrilyozza a felti-
madott test "(rj" 6s "m6s" vo1t6t.)
Isten [rj testet ad, olyat, amil-vet 6
akar (1Kor 15:38kk), 6s a szem6l.vek
azonossdgit is 6 garantdlja.

Arra a nagyon gyakran hallhat6
kerd6sre, hogy mi tortdnik a foldi
hal6l 6s a v6gs6 feltdmadds kozorti
iddben (vagyis a "koz6pil1apot -

ban), birmilyen v6.laszt adndnk i.
az mindenk6ppen csak spekuiat:'.
(elm6leti) jellegt lehetne, hiszer a

hal6l pillanatat6l kezdve az az lc,1
nem tenyez6 tcjbb6.

A dont5 t€ny az - €s ez vildgosan
6rthetS kijelent6sben ill el6ttrink
hogy a hal6l ut6n minden ember
oda fog illniJ6zus Krisztus e16. hogl
a foldi 6letben tanisitott magatar-
t6sa szerint jutalmat vagy btintet6st
nyerjen el (2Kor 5:9 10).

Boldogok vagyunk, ha az Crban
6hink, mert akkor a mi boldog bi
zonysigt6teliink is ez lehet: " . a

mi orsz6gunk mennyekben van,
honn6t a megtart6 UrJ6zus Krisztust
is v6rjuk; Ki elviltoztatja a mi nyo-
morris6gos testiinket, hogy hasonl6
legyen _ az O dicsSs6ges test6hez,
arnaz O hatalmas munkija szerint,
mely 6ltal maga ali is vethet minde-
neket" (Fi] 3:20 2I).

Almdsi Tt'bor

Minden ke daes olaas6nknak

Ist ent 6 I gazdagon m e gdldot t
f e lt dma d dsi ilnn e p e t kiadnna k

az Eaangdliumi Hirnrik
munkat dr sai 6s sz er ke szt rij e :

Hrisv6ti hit
Egy hru6 orros hirtelen meghalt.

HivS feles6g6t az eset annyira les0j-
totta, hogr, nem tudott megvigaszta-
16dni. K6s6bb azonban, Isten segit-
s6ge d1ta1. magihoz tert 6s gy6zdtt a
szomonis6.g. glisz feiett. Mikor f6rje
a rendel5jeb6l kiment, egy k6rty6t
szokott az aJtora akasztani ezen iris-
sa1: A Dokror kint van, nemsokira
visszajonl -{z ozvegl a k6rtydn lev6
irdsr ekk6nt valtoztatta meg: "A
Doktor kint van. nekr.ink hozz6 kell
menntnkl Ezt 6lland6an az ajt6n
kiakasztva !arlotra, s ez sok vigaszt
nrujtort neki.

.\ mi \Iestertink. J6zus, kiment e
viligb6l s azt ig6rte, miutdn elk€sziti
or'6inek a helvet. visszajcin 6rtrik,
hogt. magdhoz veg)'e 6ket. Azt
aiar_'a rte-' ahol O van, ott leg-ye-
:-rek ior etor rs.

Te hit a :us,.€t: hit ezt hirdeti:J€-
:'J.! egr ir'. e-. rd6re. r'isszatert az
,:ckke,, a.r.:ar l (e onnan visszajdn

r"t Petre Gcibor
E'. I{r::r,:,.i 194-1. ipr 1 . )

Az 5sz haj az eg-veden, ami irigy-
s6g n61kfr.l kelt tiszteletet.
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!!t A pnrrAttrlDorr uR JEZUS
KRISZTUS leaelet irat szolgdjdual,
Pril apostollal Kolossd ba.

" Annahohtidrt, ha feltdmadtatok
a Knsztussal, az odafelual6hat heres-
sdtek, ahol a Krisztus uan az Isten-
nek jobbjrin illadn az odafelual6kkal
t cir 6 d1' et e k, nem frildie hhel.

Mert meghaltatoh, ds a ti dleteteh
el tan rejtue egyiitt a Krisztussal az
Istenben" (Koloss6 3:1 3).

A feltrimadott Krtsztus i)zenete
ma is ugyan az gyiilekezetei,nkhez,-
k o nt, en c/5nhho z, szcjaets 6 giinkhdz.

-7 kdrdds: olt'assuk e? Halljuh e az
6 iizenetdt?

,1:ok. aktk feltdntadtak egJ nj
iletre, csak a:ok tudnak z,gazrin a

mennj feld tekintent' ds az oda-fel
ialSkhal tdr6dnz.

A Krisztust hciaetd egydn dletdben
lelhileg radikrilis uriltozrisoh teirtdn-
neh. A Krisztussal feltrimadott egydn
irj s{kon mozog, dletdneh ilj cdlja
uan. A normdlis emberi ambicz'6k,
arigyah ebb6l a uildsb6l ual6h. Ahi
Krisztussal feltdmadott, az az orcjh'
hdual6srig szemszcigdb6l ndzz' a jciu6t.
Vtigyait mtir e'tt, fdldi |letdben
mennjet cdloh aezett'h, Krisztus lesz

Itithatdad €letdben.
Isten lobbkezdndl szentsdg, hrjz'

benjdrd ima ds hatalom uan. Ncite-
hedds a lelki dletben tz.sztasrigra,
szentsdgre tal6 tcirehuds, elmdlyiil4s
az imriban, a ldleh erdsiiddse af6cdl,
a arigy, a k{irinsrig a feltdmadott
egydn dletcilla.

". L'rilto:zatoh meg a tt' elm6-
teknek megululcisa dltal . . . " (R6ma
12:26) 5:6! a: '[izenet Rdmriba. Az
elmdnek gondolatai nttisok lesznek.
.1 gondolatban elkc)tetendd bincih
ellen t-,a|6 rilland6 kilzdelemben nem
csak ellendlltisr6l tan sz6, hanem
arrdl tls. hogy gondolkodjunk Isten
dolgairdl. Pozitf,L gondolhodcis le'
gle/t irrti gondoLatuildgunkon. A

fc;ldi dolgok idergleneseh, az odafel'
aalo dolgok rircihhdral1k. Azdrt az
odafelt'al6 dolgohhal aalS tiir6dds,
amely mdlysd ges, milt hatatlan drt 6 -

hrt, amely megdrt', hogy gondolatui'
lrigunhat eAoghlja.

A bizonyscigteadh, a ldlekmentds
szolgrilatriban rill6h az odafelual1h
hal trirddneh. Mi6rt?

"Mert circim aan a mennyben egY

bfrnc)s felett, ha megtdrue haza,irke-
zett . "

A feltdmadott Krisztusban dl6
egydn szdmrira a legnagyobb drdm,
amt'hor aalahi riltala megtaldlja az
LlrJdzus Krisztust, ahi drcihdletet ad.

Szilksdges, hogy egydnt dletilnk-
ben, gyiilekezetezi.nkben, Szciuetsd-
gi.inhben jobban 6s jobban az oda'
felaal6hkal aal6 tcirehuds legyen
ilrrti. Szilhsdges, hogy fdldiekrdl a
mennyfeld helyezhedjen dt drdehl6-
ddsilnk hdzdPPontja.

Szilhsdges, hogy kc)zgyfil1seinhen
jobban 6s jobban az (Jr Jdzus Krisz-
tus nagj misszi6s parancsdt tartsuk
szem el1tt. Ha az oda-felual1hkal tri
rddilnh, ahhor krizgyfil1seinhen le-
gyen bennilnk tdbb drdehl1dds az
oda-felaal6k irtint. - Kdzgyfrllseznh
imatihitatat', hitmdllit 6 el6adtisai le-
gyenek d ppr:lyan lcit ogat ottak, mint
antikor az anyagiakr6l beszdliink,
i,ctgj pdldriul tiszttdsel6het ariLasz-

tunk.
Isten nut zl,s ad mtsszt'6s terilletet

szdmunkra. Ettektg tigy ldttam, hogy
a Bethesda Otthon csak egy ilzletz'
atillalkozris, de mindl tcibbszcir me-
gyek oda, azt hell lcitnom, hogy he-
zilnhbe adott dldott mt)sszi1munka.
Az otthon Gondnoka sok mindent
megtesz, nent csak az dnlagt rydnyeh
hieldg{tdsdre, hanent tgyehszih lelkt'
ig€rr,yek kieldgit dsdr 6l ts gondoshod-
nt'. Azonban a Mtlsszi6 ds lrodalmt
Bizottscignak tdbbet kellene foslal'
hoznt' ezzel a hdrddssel, lobban hel'
lenne segitent az otthon gondnokrit,
mtl.nt eddtg.

Az otthon legtdbb lah6ja magas
korti, Isten kez€ben uan fdldt' dletiih
ho sszilsrigtinak idej e. Em b erileg ndz-
t'e kcizelebb tannak az cirdkhdaal6'
stighoz, mint a fratalab bcLk. Szdmuh-
ra killcinosen tilet tagy haLtil az rirrih-
kdtal1stig kdrd€se.

Ha nti, az odafelaal6hkal tr;rd
dtink, fontos, siirgds, hogy az cirdh'
kdt-'alostig kilszcjbdn rillShnah nem
csak sz6szdkr6l, hanem szemdlyes be-
szdlgetdsek, rendszeres ldtogatdsoh
alhalntdtal btzonysdgot tegyiink. Is-
ten szolgdja hirdesse ndhik is szem6-
lyesert iljra ds iljra azt, hogy Jdzus
Krlsztus hegyelmes, Jdzus Krisztus
megbocsdjt, Jdzus Krisztus nyugal-
mat ad.

I\ie az legyen a fdhdrdds, angol
aagj mag)ar baptista, aag, nem
baptista a mz'id6s bardtunh, hanem
or, hogy ismerz'-e az [Jr Jdzus Krisz-
tust, mint szemdlyes Megudltdjdt,
aagy nem.

Nem sok iddnk uan a dics6sdgesen

fekdmadott UrJdzus Krisztus hama--rosan 
uisszajcin-. Eljiink a, 6,iltalo

kezilnkb e adott misszi1s lehetdsdgek-
h,el. Ha az odafelaal1kkal tcirddilnk,
mint akik a Krisztussal egyiitt feltd-
madottaknak aalljuk magunkat, ak-
hor engedelmeskedjilnk az O Paran-
csdnak: "Elmenadn e szdles uildgra,
hir d e ss dt ek az Eaan g d lium o t nt'in d en
teremtdsnek" (Mark 16: 15).

A szdles uildg egy fontos rdsze a
Bethesda Otthon. Szilksdges, 6ge-
tden sziihsdges az otthon lakdinak
szem,ilyes lelkidpoldsa. Imddkoz-
zunk ds tegyiink ualamit ebben a
kdrd.lsben runnf AZ IDO RO-
VID.

Akik lilttAk
L-ram,
ttoltah aktk szent'e ddse d
l(itt(ih
s ctzt arirtdk,
most jdn a csoda'.
nem lesz hakilos a
Colgotha,
hiszen,
Kt' a hereszten aan
ISTEI{ FIA!

Voltah, ahik szenueddsed
ldttdh
s azt hittdk:
most mzndenneh udge.
Ez a test /s
a sfrba lesz tdue,
mmt annyt mris
ds lesz hallgatcis . . .

V oltah akz' h szenue ddsed
ldttdh, de azt u,
hogy mmt nyilt
az ajhad imrira:
"Bocsciss meg ndfuk . .!"

A kdt lator is beszdlt.
Egyih gilnyo16dott,
a mtisih hdrt:
" [Jram emldhezzdl .t"

S amzhor mdr senhi
semmit sem kitott,
Az 69 eLsritdtillt ds

elhangzott az:
" Eludgeztetett!"
Volt, ahineh szeme
ahkor nyflt kitrisra
6s ez lett a csoda.
Bdr haltilos lett a
Golgotha,
Ki a kereszten aan
mdgis ISTEN FIAI

Lidia Herjeczki
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1j.1lll"lr?1." A Szentir6s ezen _az I Uot ", id6k folyam6n egy pozi

hogy dorgilja meg 6t. Ezzel a meg- | az ajkan csiingOtt.

A pokol6s menny mesgy6j6n u rr.- | trirdlte.

4' oldal ffi'aai"im'15''H-**-3 1980.6prilis 1.

I- - -;; - ---i rt ++i Az olvas6 !ll NOK ROVATA l, ';i"[';J;];"JJ;:];.u

i@'k"6'";;li
tgm, logy Mihtily arkangyal az cir- | b4i nard.uszb1l kdszijt,'\r'air" "il 

tanttr.anr. jollehet i..."tt" a Meste-
ddggel washodott a Mozes teste I t:at, meghente ,rt, 1ir'ul' tiiai'"n, l:,. .".- ertett mindig vele 9syet.
felett. Errdl az ryeuersrdl tessdh ma- l-megtdrdlte a hajriual ,l-iar"irr-r't, ,, \laria -iobban meg6rtette az Ur 3c-

A Jildds leuele 9. aersdben oluas- | "Ehhor Mtirza el\yett egyfont ua- l.jl-k..s-d-.r,megerteni. A_P€ter

gyartizatot kr;z1a t;nn;. 
I ogj. ,tkta"at,-_ j qai-'rii'",'.ai,- i";:.Tll:.i.:,f,:::_riX,; l,Iid:lit

zeGb6l, mint f6fejedelmet.ismerj.it. I orrror tdk ki a szeg€n1eh'nir;iil::i.i" ::en', edesre es halaldra.
A l_elen6sek kcinlve 12. fejezete n$y I tZ,a 5.) v" .\li'ti; ti.,-i:':,itot hozott az Crnak.
emliti, mint az angyalok vezet6i6-t: I * * * -{ niriuszboi k6szitett olaj €rt6ke
..lr:Lil-- z- I I.,- -

Y:lllr_:: r,9 lngvatal viaskodiak | . N6melv, a Bibiiaban szerepl6 n6r,- ^_ 
t1:'rr,.ii denir - , majdnem

a sirkdnnval." A Szentir6s ezen az I Uot ", iaot fofv^-a";;';;;l;iv e8]'eri rapszamos'keresernek felelt
egvetlen helyen nevezi "arkangyal"- 

I uug., negativ jellegt fogui;; i";;.'-i meg Leher rog-\'ez \'raria egyetlen
nak, ami f6angyalt jelent. 

I soio-u?;"J;;;i. ?tr."i.,,"], ir. meg.taka:::-:i kincse volt, 6s ezt mosr

nufl-gTr"rban 6.lt' . _ 
" 

| .gy-arrut ellentetes ,ip"i, f.+r,i*f . :leleser "c .Ez ar t--' ieiki vonatko-
origenes szerint, mikor M6zes I ru""t-a"y;r;;k-;iJ;; rrili;; zisbar..- :el.e.

meghalt, Mih6ly 6s angyalt6rsai lmal esy kiss6, ebbol a;;;r;6;#, . TereiJuk ::gaelm.-rnket most Jri-
azonnal megjelentek, hogy lelket ilt I ,r".u.. ' dasra -{ Jucas n€', rudvaler'5en a
vegy6k 6s test6t eltemessck. Ekkor I a Uetaniai M6ria, az evang6lium- haszonles6 

,dru^as . fogalm6val.. az.o

M6zes temet6s6nek a leir6sdban I tentelenseget jelent,^" B;,;;l;..j;;; '-'i.a,:" -,:; '-rrelett L'ranak. J6
(5M62. 34:5- 7.), Mihelv angyalnak I ku.r"u. uisront lelkimeghi;r.;i; _:; n-a.iia ..:":-- nehin-v asszony a
az cirdciggel val6 viaskoddsdrol nincs I jez ki. A Szentir6sbu., 

".r.r.rti,.i .... :-:.-i. -\leste:: -i:',irra bebalzsamoz-
sz6. origenes egyh6.zatya szerint, aki I m6lyek neveib6l, 

";;;lr. ;;;;b.. :-. it er:t:-::::,ie:ult sor. N{dria az
a harmadik sz6'zad kcizepe tajan elt. Iszinten egy ilyen ,",rr",o,,;;';=: , -" 

tl:1. ,r-r '.:r.r& oda dldozatit.
Jud6s apostoi ezt az ad.aiot u I'Mo.., 

I i.utu..ito fogalom i.,r. i"r."ii"i"r. -{:. asszo:-'. -r -i-irleia sz6p cs nemes
mennvbemenetele" c. apokrif k6ny I ige is k6t ilyln ellen[,* Hl;*6-;: . l', ?. .::,.: J1":.e,tett hathat6-
v6b6rvette, amitkb a."il:'.','":::J. i i1.:'.'*::,"J,?,:tJ'.1T:jJ;l''.T.1: ."if .r. ::: . : 1k, eg1. kciz
let€s6nek6v6ben irtak le, addig szaj- | ket bibliai n6v a f.,ir,"aliUr""fe, mondi. s.t:r:i: a:,:,nnal ud. ket

v

azonban megjelent a Sdtdn €s vadol- | nak eg'yik legrokonize";r;;i, ;ilk lo' E ner heberu. dics6retes':t je-
ni kez_dte M6zest, hogy gyilkos, merr I jr. A.-.rung;listak tabbszc;r emlitik, Lent es lehe: hogr Jridds magatar-
megcilte az egyiptomi embert (2M62. | ,; *uga .rik .gyrr., rrOfuft ,,,"g, tisa a pilvaiurasa e1ej6n, mint J€zus
2:12). Masitnak kcivetelte M6zes t.s I "U.u-, ha itt leliel volna, u ,.r,uE- tanltrinva clcseretes volt. Hogy ki-
t6t. Josephus Flavius zsido tcirtdner- | r"- nem halt ,olru -.n:' --r.ol, 

rdlt:agos helrzete dacira, ti. Krisz-
ir6 err5l az esem6nyrSl a kcivetkezS- | Krisztushoz, a Litz6.r ha"lala alkal- tus kozelsdg€ben. a becstelens6g el-
ket irta: "Maga Isten rejtette el a I maval. Amikor egyszer " frla.,u-"J rettent6 p6ldaja lett. szinte crthetet-
M6zes test6t, nehogy Izrael fiai bal- | v6re J6zusndl befinaszoltu,-rJ-a, 19n1ef trinik. P6l apostol intelme az
vlnyozzik, mert a Sdt6n ezzel a bdl I trirte a szemrehdny6st. Ez u..u *l els5,tim6,th_eusi level6ben magyar6-
v6nyimdddsbrin6beakartabelevinni lsed kdvetkeztetni,'fr.*, M;;i;;; zatul szolgilhat: "Minden rossznak
az Isten n6p6t. I csendes 6s b6ket4r6 uriro.,y volt. glokere a p6nz szerelmel "JOd6s sze

Mihdly, aJod6s levele szerint, el- I Mdrza nrti .1ir1il"1;;;.'"i;^ - relmese r,olt 
1n(n.zn-9k 6s ez sodorta

v6gezte feladatdt, de nem vitatkozott I nak sz6litottu 6t, er "-;t"r ler-r. f. a becstelens6g lejt6j6re, amelynek
a S6.t6nnal, hanem Istenre bizta, I sz6lt, mind.en mdsr6l -.gt t.at.ru., borzalmas,.i6gillom6sa- az 6rul6s,

meghasonlas 6s cingyilkossdg volt.
bizist6l 6vta levele olvasoit z upoi- | ruarro ,rrriti, o, Cr J1zust. Sze Jird6s _szofukar ember iehetett, az
tol'. Mih6ly f6angyal a teremrm6- | retni sokf6lek6pp"" f"fr."r, j.r"l;;; eva-ngelium rola is csak egy kijelen
nyek kcizcitt a legkiv6l6bb, nem cstr- | es cselekv6en, szamltassal eta"r.If.- t6set jegl'ezte fel- A szeg6nyek gon-
folta a bukott angyalt, aki pedig a i nril. A M6ria s2e..,.,..,1.i.";;;; dozdsat tirr.igl'Lil haszn6lva, po...ko-
legalival6bb lett a teremterrsegbq" I szent cs alazaros ,olt. f.ie".l'aiirli, ldrsnak nevezte M.6ria cinzerlen csele-

Gerdsindor la haj6t ir .rrt;;-i;;;;;rij;;, kedetet..{z a szo. mellyel P6tert. a

lr,o*,veleadr6gaMesierlib6tmeg-top.,pY9}.1ribanIeleplezt6k,J[d6sra is r6illik: "A te besz6ded el6rul
re.tet a hat6r. Yigy?Lzz ar-etlt.d;;- | Mdria meg6rt6st tandsttott Krisz- t6ged!"
lyik oldalon j6r. I tussal szemb"en. Ez emlit6sre melio, Mennyi rdgalmat sz6rtak Krisz- 

v

- MdtvdsKdtmdn 
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mi6rt irigyelte J0d6s t6le a szererer
megnyilvinulasit? Az 6gi Mester
h6tom 6ven keresztril osztogatta ko-
nycinil6, gy6molit6 Cs segit6 szerete-
tet, €s mosr, a fcildi pdlyafutdsa
v6g6n, az 6let6t k€sztilt feldldozni
mi6rt sajniltaJird6s t6le a M6ria ne-
meslelk[i 6ldozatit?

J0dis, minr mondottuk, kivdltsa-
got dlvezett, J6zus kcjzvetlen kcirnye-
zetehez tartozott; ma azt monda-
n6nk, "kereszty€n" volt. Ez felvet egy
k6rd€st: Lehets€ges az, hogy valaki
formailag Krisztus tdbo16hoz tartoz-
zon, valldsossdgot mimeljen, de szi-
v6ben gvfrlciletet t6pl6ljon? A Jtd6s
p61d6ja bizonl.itja, hogy ez sajnos
lehets6ges. Bizalmi 6lldsa dacira
k6tszinri jdt6kor iizdtt, majd az ellen-
s6ggel pakt6lt, 6s r'6gu1 a S5.t6n mar-
tal6ka letr: korelet ragadott 6s fel-
akasztotta mag6t. JOd6s esete rra-
gikusan igazolja Krisztus Urunk int6
szavdt: "Senki sem szolgilhat k6t
[rrnakl "

Hogy melyik urnak szolg6lunk, az
rajtunk mirlik, de k6t frnak szol-
galni, vagyis szivrink egyik fel6t val-
Idsossiggal kidisziteni 6s a m6sik
fe16r a vi16gnak berendezni, egy le-
hetetlen kis6rlet. Jriddsnak ezir6nyir

3' kiserlete r'6gzeresen kudarcba ful-
laclr. Krisztust nem lehet felem6s
sziviel korerni.

\I6ria osztarlan szeretete, rendii-
Ierlen hite es 6ldozatos szolg6.lata
ezzel szemben. a p6ld6s tanitvdnysig
mintak6pe 1ett, Olaj6nak az illata
betciltotre az egesz hizat., 6s ehhez
hozzi f(tzhetd. hog1, p€ldaadis6nak
iiditd illara. egeszen napjainkig be-
tciltcjtte az eg6sz kereszty6n egyhi.zat.

Irt6zzunk Judds szerep6t6l, hogl'
ne jussunk sorsara. ranuljunk \16ri6
tol 6s kovessrik peldaj6tl

Lant Emz.l

Hirek
MONTE CARLO

Huszonot 6ves a Trans World
Rddi6, a vildg legnagyobb evang6-
liumi 16di6s tirsas6ga. 17 r6di6ad6
6llom6son 6 krilcjnbrjzS orsz6gb6l
hirdetik az Evang€liumot 83 nyel-
ven. (Steiner J6zsef rv., a magyar
miisorvezet6je.) 

* x

WASHINGTON, D.C.
y Az amerikai protest6nsok itlag

$176.00 dolldrt adtak a gyi.ilekeze-
teknek 1978 ban, amely ll/o-kal
tcibb volt mint I977-ben.

,,KEZEDET RAJTAM TARTOD ! "
BALOGH HAJNALKA a hriszas 6vekben az rij-
pesti gliilekezet buz96 tagja volt. Elhivat6st
6rzett a diakonisszai munkira. Igy kertilt 1929-
ben Sr'6jcba, a St. Chrischonai diakonissza-in-
t6zetbe. Mindig szeretettel gondolt magyar rest.
v6reire, 6s most 50 6ves szolg6lati jubileuma
alkalm6b6l az al6bbi visszaeml6kez6st kiildte
lapun k nak.

"Minden oldalr6l krirrilfogtal, ke-
zedet rajtam tarrod" (Zsolt 139:5).
Ennek az igdnek m6ly igazsigdt szol-
g6latom citven 6ve alatt gyakran ta-
pasztalhartam. Ez€rt szivemet h6la 6s
dicsdret tdlti be Isten ir6ntam tanil-
sitott irgalmaert, szeretet€ert 6s tLi-
relm6€rt.

Otven 6r'en 6t diakonisszak6nt az
L-r szolg5.lataban 6llni nag-r' kir,6lt-
s6g, krilcinos kegyeiem, nem 6rdem.
Mennyi minden rejlik ebben az cjt €v-
tizedben! Az Ur r6sz6r6l kegyelem 6s
hfis6g. OIykor engedetlen szivem, cin-
fejfisdgem 6s kudarcaim elien6re sem
krildritt el engem, hanem megbo-
csdtott n€kem 6s megsegitett. Bar
nem kimdlt meg sem a vessz5t6l, sem
a megal6ztat6st61, m6gis derfissE 6s
gazdaggi tette 6letemet.

Szolg6latom utj6n nem voltak ki-
t€r6k. Betegdpol6i kikdpz6sem utdn
Oetwilbe ken-iltem lelki betegek gon-
doz6s6ra. igr' lettem pszichiairiain6-
v6r 6s nem g)'ermekdpol6, amire ti-
tokban naglion v6gytam. El6szcir sir-
lyos betegek me1l6 rendeitek. Hat 6v
eltelt6vel rambiztak egy kis krilszol-
96lati oszt6lyt Hombrechtikonban a
"Haus Peniel". Ez a h6z otthonosan
volt berendezve. Tizenhar beteg, egy
n6r,6r €s egr,szakdcsnS 6lt itt. Egy kis
csal6dot alkottunk. Abban az iddben
a munkarerdpia rolt a legink6bb el
ismen grogrrr-r6d. A betegek seg€d-
keztek a h6zban 6s a kertben. Napon-
ta egr-rirr olr.astuk Isten Ig6j6t, az
6pol taknak megrnurattuk a J6zushoz
vezer6 urar 6s sokat €nekeltiink. K6t-
szer hetenk6nt az orvos vizitet tartott.
Isten segits6g6vel nem egy gy6gyulast
6ltrink meg itt.

Tizenk6t 6v ut6n a betegekkel egy
csodasz6p vid6kre, nagyobb h6zba
kciitcizhetriink a Feldbachban lev6
Goldenbergbe. Feladatunk is meg-
sokasodott. Itt tcibb beteget tudtunk
elhel-vezni. Voltak kciztiik srilyosan
beteg emberek, akik teljes figyel-
mtinket ig6nyelt6k. Nagy volt a fele-
l6ss6grink, mert a lelki betegek sok-
szor kiszdmithatatlanok 6s az ember
mindig fesziilts6gben 61. Sokszor el6-

fordult, hogy egy-egy beteg 6llapota
rosszabbra fordult. Ez ktilcincisen 16-
ir6nyitotta figyelmiinket az 6bersegre
€s az im6dkozdsra. Hiszen a k6ze-
liinkben lev6 erd6, mez6, t6 6s a
vasirti vitgdny is ezernyi vesz6llyel fe-
nyegetett. Ezt j6l szeml6lteti a krivet-
kez6 eset.

Egy fiatal asszony, aki mir hosz-
szabb ideje nilunk volt, kezdetben
sokat javult, de k6s6bb visszaesett.
Egy d6lel6tt nyomtalanul eltfint.
Nagy fdlelem fogott el minket. K6-
nycir<igttink Istenhez, hogy lrizze
meg. Mivel arra gyanakodtunk, hogy
cingyilkos akar lenni, a v6ginyhoz
siettiink. A vonat elment, 6t azonban
nem littuk. Visszat€rtrink. Nemso-
k6ra remegve hazadrkezett 6 is 6s el-
mondta, hogy a vonat el6 akarta vet-
ni mag6t, de egy kis k6bor kutya az
rltj6ba 6llt, 6s bdrmerre is akart fut-
ni, mindig friltart6ztatta. Mikor a vo-
nat elment, a kutya is elszaladt. Az
esem6nyben Isten oltalmaz6 kez€t
l6tta meg. Egytittesen adtunk h6l6t
Urunknak 6s 6 ekkor felszabadult.
Ma Isten cirvendez6 gyermeke 6s k6t
gyermek boldog 6desanyja. Sok ha-
sonl6 elmenyben volt r6sztink. Ezek
er6t, biitors6got €s rircimet adtak ne-
kiink.

Hdl6s sziwel tekintek vissza a pszi-
chiitri6ban elt<ilt<itt negyven 6ves
munkimra. Isten kegyelmes volt. Be-
teljesiilt 6lettel ajind6kozott meg.
Nem feledkezett meg titkos vri.gyam-
16l sem. F6orvosom 6s kedves feles6ge
hozzljirtlisdval 6letem misodik fe-
l€ben rirrikbe fogadhattam egy g'yer-
meket, akiben m6g ma is sok rirdmet
lelek.

Most m6r n6hiny €ve nyugdijas va-
gyok. Elvezem a cs6ndet 6s a nyugal-
mat. Vigaszt 6s 6r6met nffit ez az
ige:

" Vdnsdgtekig ugyanaz nxaradok,
1sz korotokig 6n hordozlak! En alkot-
talak ds uiszlek,,6s hordozlak, 6n
mentelek meg" (Es 46:4).

(Bdkehfrncik, I97 9. nov. 25. )

FONTOS KOZLEMENY
Dr. Haraszti Srindor elntik r1i cime:

Henry General Profeesional Bldg.
Suites 3 and 4

(On Henry General Hospital premises)
Hudson Bridge Road, at I 75

Stockbridge, GA 302Ef
Tet.: (404) 474-3686



ENGLISH SECTION
REPORT

(The following Report were given by brother
Earnest J. Kish Director of the Bethesda Bep'
tiet Retirement Home and Yice Presldent of our
Convention at the Fiscal Midyear Meetlng of
the Home Directors.) 

* *

Dear Members of the Board:
Much has happened at Bethesda

since we last met in California in
July of last year. God has blessed us
in so many ways that I can scare be
thankful enough for His daily care
for us. In a very broad sense, in my
ofrnion, the last six months of otir
operation has been a very satisfying
and productive experience. I am not
at all unhappy or disappointed in
that which has taken place. By this
however I don't mean to infer that I
am entirely happy with everything
that has taken place. I may even add
that I am unhappy with some things
that have not taken place. In Godt
own way, and in His own time,
everything will fall into place if we
but continue to work and remain
faithful to His commands. We pray
daily for strength and the patience
that is needed to fulfill our daily
responsibilities.

During the past six months, I have
completed every request of this
Board except a few that I will be dis-
cussing with you later. We have
purchased six lots in our subdivision
for about $15,000. Well be talking
more about these lots later in our
discussions. We installed a new fur-
nace into the Palm Bay House at a
cost of $1,000. The old furnace had
burned out its inner jacket and we
had no choice but to replace it. We
purchased new dishes and glasses to
replace the old chipped set that we
had been using for more than six
years. The total cost on these dishes
was in excess of $1,000. We pur-
chased a good used piano from a
private party for $1,800. This is a
Kawai black ebony finished instru-
ment that is very highly rated in
music circles. It is just three years
old and should last us for years to
come if properly cared for. Our old
piano was given to the local rescue
mission for use or sale as they saw fit.
We also paid our county taxes of

$1,016 on property that we do not
use in our Home or Church opera-
tion. We had to replace one of the
compressors in our rvalk-in cooler.
This cost us $500. In addition, u.e
paid our mortgages of $1,507 and
$169 promptly each month on our
new addition and on the Shaker
House.

We also had other major *'ork
done at the Home since u.e last met,
We completed the installation of our
call system in the Home and the effi-
ciency apartments. This w-ork cost us
approximately $17,000. This \\-as
Iong overdue and much needed to
meet State requirements and to
afford us a closer control of residents
in an emergency situation. In addi-
tion, we had to install a neh'
counter, stove and sink unit in elil
ciency No. 3. This had been grrine
us a problem for years and rr'e finallr'
had to replace it at a cost of almosr
$1,000. The hot water heater in rhe
Melbourne House sprung a leak and
therefore had to be replaced rvith a

ne\/ one. This cost us $150. \\-ith
our own labor, we buiit a nelr'
storage room in the area of the
dining room. We now have some
much needed space to store ma-
terials in that area. Much needed
repairs had to be made in our peri-
phery houses. Interior and some ex-
terior painting had to be done. The
roof had to be repaired and some
plumbing was replaced throughout
our entire facility. These houses are
getting old and much work is needed
to keep them safe and liveable. Our
Home in general has been kept in
good repair, and our plants, trees
and lawns have been well main-
tained by our maintenance staff.
There is always something that re-
quires our attention and thus it
keeps us busy just to keep up with
the repairs. We have fertilized all of
our trees and our other plant life.
We have planted some new trees to
replace those that we have lost due
to old age. We now have orange,
grapefruit, fig, Kumquat, tan-
gerine, lemon, pomogranate, ba-
nana and even a Bay leaf tree grow-
ing on our premises. We have also
kept the property beyond our Home
limits groomed so that our neighbors
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can be kept happy with their sur-
roundings. One thing that I would
like to point out at this time is that it
rras never our intent to keep these v
lots as rrell groomed as a Iawn.
These are fields and as such we cut
them about six or seven times each
vear. I mention this because there
has been some derisive comments
from some of our close neighbors. At
the present time rve are charging
S30 00 per vear per lot for mowing
senices. This ar.erages out to $4.00
or S-..1-10 each cutting.

Bo:h Ethei and I har,e been kept
errremelr' busv during the past six
rnonrhs. -lust about everything that
rie rir: is done so as to build the repu-
rarion of rhe Home. Our Home is
ertremelr' rteli kno'+-n and we are
hi-qhlv :hought of, We answer each
1e::er p::i:rpilr'ar-rd \{e are involved
rn our c,rrr.i:runrrv and never miss an
1:)pporrunii\ i1r put in a plug for Be-
:resda. \\-r :raintain a good rela-
:ionship -...::: ail of our state agen-
cres. -{s ::,,-,i of this. rve received
over Sy,,, -.r'rrrth of commodities
from :le F:ie:a- Go,,ernment dur-
i-s ':- -'..- \'\' -. -:hs, \\'e receive
-- ^L ---t. ^- -f ^.-cULn 1,',,-.i d: l.r .^l g:ltS. macafonl,
drv mllk ou,:. p-u.l.rts. oils, rice, v.
shorienrrs. burre: and spaghetti.
This crme. :o us because first we are
a non-pr,lirt organization. and se-
cond. becau.e :hev hear good things
abour our Ho:ne. Ethei had attend-
ed rr,.c, sernlnars during the latter
pan of rhe 'ear so that she could
sarisfv rhe srate requirements. I too
have atrended meetings relating to
our operation. This has given me an
opportunitv to compare our opera-
tions with other homes and it has
provided me with some good ideas
on horv to attain the best for our em-
plovees and for our residents.

It is because of a good operation
that u-e have been able to maintain a
100% occupancy rate throughout
the entire )'ear. Presently we have
ten people on our waiting list. These
are fullr' qualified prospects that are
arvaiting openings. Our tourist
rooms too are fully rented for the
season. \\re try to hold one room for
short term rental or for emergency
housing.

Our cars are still in fairly good
condition. The VW wagon needs a-.
Iittle attention but I do not think it
needs too much to bring it up to
good condition. These cars are used
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very heavily and naturally we feel check for $15.00 so that they could arrange for classes in arts and crafts,
the effects of rising gasoline prices. buy a supply of oranges for their excercises, Bingo, Hymn sings and a

g- We often leave at least one car on group for-Christmas. This was just a very popular Bible study class in
V the premises and use one for travel tittle good will on our part and it was which almost 30 people participate.

to urrd from our home. This is done o.r. *1y of saying thank you for all We praise God for giving us the
because we are on 24 hour call and I that they do for us during the year. service of Irma Matrai.
am often awakened from sleep to We also mailed out close to 1300
take care of an emergency at the newsletters just prior to Christmas.
Home during the early hours of This too was just a little bit of good
night. will and thank you for favors during

As requested by the Board inJuly, the past year. As a result of these
I reinvested our Matured CD into a mailings, we received almost $3,000
money management fund that pays in contributions during the month
an approxim ate 12 ,97o interest rate. of December and almost $2,000 thus
I will have a definite figure on the far in January of this year. We are
reai earnings on February 2nd. grateful to God for His great love
Ever' once in arvhile we are called and care for us in giving us these
up.:l ro conrribure a few dollars to beautiful friends who stili har.e a

s,:,ne rr'orth' cause u'hich rve do concern for our aging citizens.
-,-.rngt'" sirce it alrr'a1's comes back \eedless to sa-v. our residents had a

:,:r us trtofold. Of course we still very beautiful holiday season as a
contribute 575.00 each month to the result of all that was done by friends
church and they contribute $85.00 from all sections of our country and
each month in return. from Canada. One of our local

on september 1st we had the merchants provided us u.ith 59 pairs
somewhat dubious privilege of being of sneakers or shoes as a love gifts to
paid a visit by Hurricane David. our loved ones. \\.e have much to be
This was our first encounter with a thankful for.
hurricane and I really hope it was At the present time u'e belong to
the Iast. In reality, the hurricane only two associations that are related
lasted from Iate Sunday evening to our operation. \\'e are a member

- through iate Tuesday afternoon. We of the ABC Homes Association. and
were rvithout help and without the Florida Association of Homes for
polver for a period of time. Needless the Aging. There \rere others that
to sa)'. Ethel and I were kept quite rl'e did belong to heretofore but I
busv during that period of time. Our feel that the abor.e *r'o organizations
storm damage was confined to will pror.ide us rt'ith enough re-
blou'n off shingles and other damage presentation in the right places.
to buildings onlv. No individual was Some of -You may have noted the
hurt nor \\-ere our residents badly in- golf cart that is in use about our pre-
convenienced, The storm damage mises. Our Home grounds are so

amounted ro aimost $3,000 which large no1\' that this conl'enience
\{as promptlr' paid b-v our insurance saves us much time and energf in
carrier. n-ioling about our facilitl'. The cart

OnJanuarr. lst u-e increased al] of \ras a gift to us b-v The General
our emplo-vees lrages to at least the Development Corp. Needless to say
minimum \\-age. \{'e gave each that a good u'ord of thanks was said
employee a 20 cents per hour in- in the proper places.
crease because no increases were In November, the Rev. George
given since last April. We have 26 Balla rvas called to his heavenly re-
employees and this represents a size- ward. He was a staunch friend of
able increase in our rveekly payroll. our Home and had often visited with
Our employees hou.ever are very us. He lvas one of the prime movers
wonderful people and they deserve in finding our Florida location and
everything that we can possibly give in the relocation of our facility to its
them. We gave each of our em- present site. We miss him, but we
ployees a $15.00 bonus for Christ- knorv that he is with the Heavenly
mas which was very gtaciously Father rvho he served and loved. A
received. I only wish it could have flower arrangement was sent by us

been more. for his funeral'
We sent out ten crates of oranges Most of you are aware of the fact

ro our churches for Christmas. To that we maintain a full schedule of
our Canadian friends we sent a activities for our residents' We

There are just two incompleted
projects that had previously been
approved by the Board. They are the
capping of our sulphur well and the
construction of our library addition.
You had approved the capping of the
well at a cost of approximately
$5,000. The reason that this is in-
complete is that rve are awaiting for
the availability of money. There have
been so many other projects that had
priority over this project, that I have
just held off on this one until we have
more money on hand. Hopefully this
project will be completed sometime
during this year. The second project,
the construction of the library has
been held up due to City Hall's in-
sistance that we must use an architect
and a general contractor since it will
be a public building addition. This
means that the cost of this project will
be increased considerably. I have
therefore arranged with our archi-
tect, Rhod Taylor to draw up some
simple plans and to act as our general
contractor as we build the addition
using our own labor. His estimated
cost for the design is $540.00 and he
feels that with our labor we can com-
plete the addition for about $9,000.
This now awaits your approval.

In my report to you, I have tried to
acquaint you with that which has
taken place during the past six
months. I'm sure that you agree with
me that much has been done. It is my
hope that for at least a little while we
will be done with heavy expen-
ditures. There are still a few smaller
projects left to be done, but other
than the library addition, they do not
really call for heavy spending. In our
operations, there is however a pos-
sibility that something will fail and
there may be a need for heavier
spending. Thus we must always be
prepared for the unexpected.

Please continue to pray with us
and for the people who we serve. God
has blessed us in a very special way
and I know that Hell continue to do
so as long as we remain faithful to
Him.

Sincerely,
Ern e s t J. Kis h, adrninistrator.
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From the Mission Fields At the Foreign Mission Board in-
flation is causing problems, too. In
the 10-year period between May
1969 and N,lay 1979 inflation rose -more than 96 percent. During ap-
proximatel_v rhe same time, mission-
ary personnel increased more than
22 percent. The two factors com-
bined shorv a need for a more than
140 percent increase in budget just
to maintain rhe increased number of
missionaries and their u,ork, accord-
ing ro \\-inston Crau'ley, director of
the board s o!'erseas division. But
benveen 1968 and 1978 Southern
Baptist grving to foreign missions
rose onl-v 1i8.5 percent. "This is not
boid financing, " Crawley said.

"In order to be bold we musr do
more than just keep up with infla-
tion and increased missionary per-
sonnel and rve're not even doing
that norr'. he said. "Our whole
problem is a metter of priorities
hou- imporrant Southern Baptists
think missions rrork is. Statistics in-
dicate missions is losing ground in
importance rrith Southern Baptists.

"At presenr r\'e are not having to
turn a\1'av potentiai missionaries be-
cause \re don t have the money to
support them. But u'e're gradually v
taking arrav rhe materials for them
to rr'ork rvith. We can't reach the
rvorld for Christ if all we have to
rvork rr-ith is 3,000 missionary voi-
CCS. t Ba pt ut Press, ll / 29 / 7 g)

1980 u ill mark the 200th anniver-
sar-v of the founding of a Sunday
school in Gloucester, England, by
Robert Raikes an event which is
widely recognized as the beginning
of the Sunday school movement.
The General Board of American
Baptist Churches USA, has desig-
nated I980 as the "Year of Focus on
the N1inistry of Teaching. "

A reprint of the September, 1979,
issue of Baptzist Leader which con-
tains special resources for highlight-
ing Christian education in local
churches is being mailed to every
American Baptist church inJanuary
1980. The resources included a wor-
ship service focusing on Christian
education, a drama about Robert
Raikes, sermon starters on teaching, -
and a service of dedication for edu-
cational leaders, as well as training,
planning and fellowship resources.

American Baptist Input

INFLATION CHANGES BASICS INTO LUXURIES FOR
MISSIONS WORK

By Anita Bowden

Richmond, Va. (BP)- Is 98,700 too
much to pay for a missionary's car?
Not when you consider some mis-
sionaries pay as much as $i5,000.

A $15,000 car would be a luxury
item for most people, but for
Southern Baptist missionaries in
Uruguay, because of import duties
and other charges, it's only a no-
frills Chevetre or Volkswagen sta-
tionwagon. Inflation in that South
American country was nearly 28
percent in the first five months of
1979, compared with 15 percent in
the same period of 1978.

The cheap car can be purchased
in Taiwan where inflation hasn'r
climbed so steeply. For 98,700 you
can buy a four-cylinder, four-speed
Ford stationwagon with no air con-
ditioning, no radio and stick-to-you
vinyl seats.

Inflation is on the rise ever)'where.
For most Americans, salaries aren't
increasing as fast as the cost of goods
and services. Gasoline has reached
or surpassed the dollar-a-gallon
mark, home mortgage interest rates
are at an all-time high, money is
tight and there's no good financial
news in the forecast,

But missionaries overseas would
gladly swap their foreign inflation
for the U.S. rate. Consider rhese
facts:

- Bacon in Okinawa is $4 a
pound;

- A wringer washing machine in
Guatemala costs $995;

A head of lettuce in Taiwan goes
for about 94;

- Chicken for four people costs
about $8 in Italy;

A box of corn flakes in Ghana is
more than $7;

- Gasoline in Korea is about $4 a
gallon;

A used piano costs $800 to $1,000
in Singapore;

- In Thailand, a small can of
shaving cream is $4.

How do missionaries and South-
ern Baptists cope with these finan-
cial challenges? Wornout phrases
like "bite the bullet" and "tighten
the belt" are getting more usage, but
they're not solutions.

One answer lies in the attitudes
and ingenuity of Southern Baptists
at home and missionaries overseas.
Some folks are changing their eating
habits using less meat and more
fresh vegetables and fruits. Car
pools are springing up in overseas
settings as well as in the States.

An opportunity for Southern Bap-
tists in the United States to help ease
the crunch abroad is through the
Lottie Moon Christmas Offering for
foreign missions. Sponsored and
promted by the Woman! Missionary
Union, this year's goal is $40.5
million, over half the annual operat-
ing budget of the SBC Foreign
Nlission Board. The other major
source of income is the denomina-
tion's Cooperative Program budget.

The first $32 million rr'ill go to
operating expenses, a recent de-
parture from the original use of the
offering, which provided missio-
naries with the tools, literature. land
and buildings with which ro rvork.
But inflation has eaten up a grearer
percentage of the offering each 1'ear
and now the majoriry of it musr be
used to meet operating expenses for
the board's 3,000 missionary force.

Since its inception, the offering,
named after missionary to China
Lottie Moon, has raised
$405,722,945. This year's goal is
12.6 percent more than the nearly
$37 million raised last year.

A heating panel provided through
Lottie Moon funds on a missionary
children's dorm roof near Tel Aviv,
Israel, supplies sun-heated hot water
for bathing, dishwashing and
clothes washing for 12 to 15 people,
saving electricity.

In Israel this summer inflation
brought tension and some sleepless
nights for those working with the
Baptist Conference Center. When
groups reserved conference time in
the spring, they contracted for a fee
based on prices then. But halfway
through the conference season food
rpices increased 40 to 60 percent,
boosting the overall cost of each con-
ference about 20 percent. Fortu-
nately, some conference groups were
willing to pay more than their
contracted price. The center lost
money on other groups.


