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meg eddigi tévelygésemet és kértem,
hogy legyen életem vezére. Aznap szé-
gyelltem is megmondani édesapamnak,
de masnap 6rommel mondtam, hogy én is
befogadtam Jézust, mint személyes meg-
valtomat.

1997 majusaba négyen meritkeztiink
be, és most azok k6ziil hdrman itt allunk a
gyiilekezet elétt és a mi sajat tizedik
,,szlletésnapunkat” is tinnepeljiik. Orém
tolti el szivemet, hogy mint egy gyiimol-
cse ennek a gyiilekezetnek allhatok itt és
tehetek bizonysagot. Mindazoknak, akik
még nem tértek meg -nem fogadtak el Jé-
zus Krisztust személyes megvaltdjuk-
nak- csak annyit tudok mondani, hogy ne
varj gy mint én tettem egy nagy csodara.
Csak hidd el, hogy Jézus Krisztus eljott és
meghalt teérted is!

Kulcsar Tihamér

A Csikagoi Magyar Baptista
Gyiilekezet Népének és
Pasztoranak:

Szeretett Testvéreink az Urban:

Most amikor tnneplitek a Gyiileke-
zeteteknek huszadik évfordulojat, mi és a
Floridai Magyar Baptista Gyltilekezet
népe veletek egylitt orvendiink a lelki-
téren elért sikeretek folott. Utnak indul-
tatok, mint egy maroknyi hivo csapat €s a
huszadik év végén mar a sajat imaha-
zatokban Orvendezhettek az Urban és
hirdethetitek az Evangéliumot.

A mi Urunk Jézus Krisztus megi-
gérte, hogy “Ahol ketten vagy harman
egybegyiilnek az én nevemben, oftt
vagyok koztik”. Ez tortént veletek.
Veletek volt az Ur kezdettdl fogva, mind
maig. Dicsértessék Szent Neve.

Csikagoban ¢éltek és szolgaljatok az
Urat, egy olyan vilagvarosban, ahol tigy a
belmisszid, mint a kiilmisszid céljat és
szolgalatat végezhetitek. Orvendez-
zetek! Veletek az Ur, a J6 Pasztor, Isten
Egysziilott Fia, Isten Baranya, a blino-
sok és elveszettek Udvozitdje.

Es most “Az Ur Jézus Krisztusnak
kegyelme ¢és az Istennek szerette és a
Szent Léleknek kozossége legyen mind-
nyajatokkal.” Amen.

A Palm Bay-i Magyar Baptista
Gyiilekezet nevében
Dr. Biro Laszlo nyug. Ip.

Making a will? Don’t forget
about the Convention,
our Hungarian mission.

Végrendeletet készit?
Ne feledkezzen el

Szdvetségiinkrdl, az amerikai

magyar baptista missziorol.

This is the day that the Lord hath made
20th ANNIVERSARY AT CHICAGO

This is the beautiful day that the Lord
hath made. Let usrejoice and be glad in it.

Last year the Bethesda Church in Palm
Bay hosted the Executive and Missions
Committee of our convention and we had
a blessed time together. Their presence
meant a lot to our brethren who no longer
can travel to our convention. They send
their greetings and love to you. Although
the weather is cooler here, Ernie and I feel
the real warmth of your love. It is won-
derful being together in God’s house.

It is often said that old folks or seniors
always talk about the past. Since I fall
into that category, I would like to do a lit-
tle reminiscing, so please bear with me.

My first visit to Chicago was when my
parents brought me as a very young child
to visit my Balog grandparents. They had
a meat market on Union Avenue in West
Pullman. They had a large family of
seven children still living at home and
were members in ther Hungarian Baptist
Church in West Pullman. In the early
1900’s West Pullman was a beautiful
suburb and many Hungarians settled
there. Ithas changed a lot since then. The
Hungarian church was built in 1912.
They had a sizeable congregation. In the
1930’s 1933 to be exact, our convention
celebrated its 25th Anniversary there.
My father’s brother, the late Rev.
Adalbert Petre served as pastor for sev-
eral years. Through marriage [ am related
to the late Rev. Tatter who also served as
a pastor.

When the church was no longer
needed in the Hungarian language it was
sold. Praise God the West Pullman
church which the Hungarians built is still
there on 118th Street. They are preaching
the Gospel to non-Hungarians in that
community. The convention can be
proud that the seed which was planted is
still growing and producing fruit for the
kingdom of God. Steve Szabo was kind
enough to take me there to see it again. |
brought a photo of it for you to see also. It
is a recent photo. We felt sorry when the
church was sold but the building still
looks good even after 95 years.

Twenty years later we were very
happy when we heard that a small group
of Hungarians in Chicago are holding
worship services and praising God to-
gether. We came for a visit and wor-
shiped with them in an upper room at The
Romanian Baptist Church. It served their
purpose for a while but praise God, they
outgrew it. Then this beautiful church be-
came available. The former members
were willing to share it with the Hungari-
ans. That, too, served its purpose for a

while. But God is in control and He
works in mysterious ways and the church
was offered for purchase.

After it was purchased, the big renova-
tion took place by the dedicated mem-
bers. Men, women and children too
helped transform the old sanctuary into
this beautiful one we are now enjoying.
This did not happen overnight, it took
years to complete. It was hard physical
labor and much sacrificial money, but
what a beautiful transformation. God
bless you all for it.

The building is one thing, but a lot of
other things had taken place during the
past 20 years. God blessed this church in
so many ways. During the early years.
Rev. Lorincz and Steve Szabo had the
lion’s share in preaching the gospel and
keeping the church family together. To-
day itis Rev. Janos Lukacs’ privilege and
responsibility.

It is beautiful to see all the young chil-
dren and young people. Nurture them,
they are the future of the church. Do ev-
erything to keep them in the church. They
need the church to be bi-lingual so they
can share their faith with their friends and
bring them to church.

Last, but not least, your music is out-
standing. It is always a thrill to hear the
choir sing and the brass quartet play.
Again, I am reminiscing — reminds me
of'the many years [ played the alto horn in
the Cleveland and Bridgeport church
band. Keep on playing Szabo brothers
and Balint Mate to the Glory of God and
for our enjoyment. Encourage your chil-
dren to learn to play an instrument or to
sing in the choir. Good music reaches the
heart and soul and enhances the worship
service.

I have said enough, but one last
thought — Love your pastor, Love your
church and Love one another. Remain
faithful in service to our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ.

Congratulations on your 20th anniver-
sary and God Bless You.

Ethel Petre Kish

“Friend you have come to this Church
Leave it not without a prayer.

No man entering a house
ignores him who dwells in it.
This is the house of God and He is here.
Pray then to Him .who loves you
and bids you welcome,
and awaits your greeting.

Give thanks for those who in past ages
Built-this place to His Glory,
and for those who,
dying that we might live,
have preserved for us our heritage.
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Praise God for His gifts of beauty
in painting and architecture,
handicraft and music.

Ask that we who now live
may build the spiritual fabric
of the nation in truth,
Beauty and goodness,
and that as we draw near to the
one Father through Our Lord
And Savior Jesus Christ,
we may draw nearer to one another
in perfect Brotherhood."

Pastor Mrs. Ranson Hines

(Appeared in the October 31, 1843 bul-
letin of the West Pullman Baptist Church,
recited by Etelka Kish at the Anniversary
celebration.)

FoanY THRGOU!

“But during that night an angel of the
Lord opened the prison doors and
brought them out” (Acts 5,19).

Can you enumerate the obstacles the
early church faced? Satan used
non-others than the religious leaders of
their generation to muzzle the message
proclaimed by Peter and John. Repeat-
edly they ordered them not to speak and
teach in the name of Jesus. Of course, the
Peters and Johnnys of Jesus will not keep
quiet. They are overpowered by the love
of Christ and the urgency of His work.

The power of God working in and
through them is unstoppable. Got it?
Christ is unstoppable. We are.  am easily
scared. It doesn’t take a satan to stop me.
We get discouraged and tired easily. I see
a fence afar and turn around not to hassle
with whomever set it up. Shut doors
speak to us, and we obey: I am an obsta-
cle. Do not even come close!

Arrests, prison, chains? Com’ on!
Modern Christianity is about multimedia,
marketing and mega-everything. Where
is the unstoppable Christ-power working
in-through-around-and-for the disciples
of today? Where are the opportunities
opened up by the unseen power of His
love and care? Why do we fear and/or
love the much lesser forces of money, in-
fluence, weapons and nature? What hap-
pened to the unstoppable Christ-power
introduced 2000 years ago?

He lives, rules and operates in us,
when we are totally dedicated to His pur-
poses. We need to be owned by Him in
order to become vessels of the Gospel,
agents of His saving work today. Peter
and John were such men. Am 1? Are You?

Pastor Novak

Eight Reasons Why I Believe
That Jesus Rose from the Dead

1. Jesus himself'testified to his coming
resurrection from the dead.

2. The tomb was empty on Easter.

3. The disciples were almost immedi-
ately transformed from men who were
hopeless and fearful after the crucifixion
(Luke 24:21, John 20:19) into men who
were confident and bold witnesses of the
resurrection (Acts 2:24, 3:15, 4:2).

4. Paul claimed that, not only had he
seen the risen Christ, but that 500 others
had seen him also, and many were still
alive when he made this public claim.

5. The sheer existence of a thriving,
empire-conquering early Christian
church supports the truth of the resurrec-
tion claim.

6. The Apostle Paul’s conversion sup-
ports the truth of the resurrection.

7. The New Testament witnesses do
not bear the stamp of dupes or deceivers.

8. There is a self-authenticating glory
in the gospel of Christ’s death and resur-
rection as narrated by the biblical wit-
nesses.

A saving knowledge of Christ cruci-
fied and risen is not the mere result of
right reasoning about historical facts. It is
the result of spiritual illumination to see
those facts for what they really are: a rev-
elation of the truth and glory of God in the
face of Christ — who is the same yester-
day today and forever.

John Piper
An excerpt. Read the whole article here:
www.desiringGod.org

CHRISTIAN ONE LINERS

The best mathematical equation |
have ever seen: 1 cross + 3 nails = 4
given.

i

HOGYAN ENEKELUNK?

Egy kedves hivo csalad az esti isten-
tiszteletr6l hazatérve az izletes vacsora
utan csaladi beszélgetésbe mertilt. Az e-
gész nap aldasairdl a testvéri kozos-
ségrdl, a gazdag lelki eledelrdl, hogy
milyen j6 is az Ur gyermekének lenni...

Végil attértek a kovetkezé hét dol-
gaira. Mit, hogyan intézzenek? Legsiir-
gdsebb teendd a folgyiilemld szamlak
rendezése, amik kozott olyan is van, ami
nem halaszthaté tovabb. Amint igy ta-
nakodtak, a kortlottik jatszadozo kis-
fitcska folszolal. Apuka, anyuka, miért
aggodalmaskodtok? Hat nem ma este
énckeltiik az imahazban, hogy

|, megfizette minden tartozasom,

eltorolte adossagom.”

A sziillok megddbbenve egymasra
néztek, nem is esett szo tobbet anyagi
dolgokrol.

Hogyan énekeliink?

Mindig szerettem énekelni. Talan a
szép dallam miatt, vagy csak meg-
szokasbol a tobbiekkel, csak ugy éne-
kelgettem, nem is figyelve a szavak
szépségére, értelmére. Pedig mennyi
gyonyoriiség van benniik. Mondhatni,
egy-egy ima egyik-masik.

Eddigi éltink folyaman gyakran
koltoztiink. Egyik alkalommal egy tavo-
labbi, ismeretlen helyre, Torontobdl
Kelownaba késziilodtiink. Az indulasra
varakozva, a csomaghalmaz egyikén
ilve, nem kis aggodalom meg szorongas
mellett a kdzelben 1évé dobozbdl -ami
konyvekkel volt tele- kiemeltem egyet,
idotoltés végett. Egy régi Karénekes
akadt a kezembe. Ahogy lapozgatok
benne, megddbbenve latom, ami eddig

elkeriilte a figyelmemet, hogy minden
ének folott egy bibliavers van idézve.
Epp a 228-as szdmnd] olvasom: ,Ez a
nap az, amelyet az Ur rendelt, orven-
dezziink és vigadjunk ezen.” Ahogy 01jbol
€s Ujbol olvasom, elszallt minden szo-
rongo érzésem. Hat miért az aggodalom?
Ha ez az a nap, de nem csak ez, hanem
minden egyes nap, amit az Ur ad, nincs
aggodalomra ok. Bizakodva, megnyu-
godva indultunk 0j otthonunk felé. Azota
atérzem, amit énekelek, figyelve a szavak
mondanivaléjara. Ha igy énekeliink,
mennyi aldast nyeriink! Még munka
kozben is dicsérhetjiik Ot, vagy halat
adhatunk az ének szavaival Urunk
josagaért és az Ur Jézus aldozataért, a
megvaltasért.

Toront6 — Kelowna kozott igen nagy a
tavolsag, lehetetlen egy nap alatt meg-
tenni. Ahogy alkonyodott, megalltunk
¢jszakai pihenésre. Koran ébredtiink.
Nem varva, mig megvirrad, folytattuk
utunkat, gondolva, hamarosan kivi-
lagosodik. Rovid id6 mulva magas he-
gyek kozott vezetett utunk €s nemhogy
vilagosodott volna, de egyre sotétebb lett.
Ahogy foltekintek az égre, csodalatos
latvany tarult elém. A csillagok milli-
ardjai ragyogtak tiindokolve, szinte
majdnem egybe olvadva a sotét éjsza-
kaba. Soha ilyen élményben nem volt
még részem. Onkényteleniil elkezdtem
énekelni:

A nagy egek az Alkotot dicsérik,

nevét harsogja szozatuk...”



